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Dear Fellow Old Peterites,
On behalf of the editorial team, it gives me great
pleasure to present you the 1st quarter e-newsletter of
the St.Peter’s College Old Boys’ Union (SPC-OBU) for
the year 2019/20, covering the months of July to
September. It has been an eventful 1st quarter for the
OBU, beginning with the OBU’s farewell to Rev.Fr.
Trevor Martin 11th Rector of St.Peter’s College in July,
our much-anticipated annual dinner dance "Golden
Gleam 2019" in August and the "Retro Nite" organized
by our energetic OBUH team in September. The
Football Foundation and Rugby Foundation also held
their AGM's during the quarter. The batch groups and
branches have also been active during the quarter and
details of these events are included in this issue. Also
included in this issue is an article by Mr.Desmond Kelly
(Editor-in-Chief of elanka.com.au) as he reminisces on
his time at St.Peter’s(the article is reproduced at the
request of Mr.Roshan Dharmaratne and with the
permission of Mr.Kelly).

In news on College affairs, Rev.Fr. Rohitha Rodrigo
assumed duties as the 12th Rector of St.Peter’s College
and College bid a fond farewell to its 11th Rector
Rev.Fr.Trevor Martin. Fr.Rohitha has been a live wire
reaching out to all sub committees, batch groups and
foundations of the OBU to discuss his vision for
St.Peter’s and agree steps on fostering a better working
relationship between college administration and the old
boys in their respective areas.

The editorial team has been working hard to bring you
the latest updates of the OBU and College on an
ongoing basis through the website
(www.stpetersobu.com), Facebook
(www.facebook.com/obuofstpeterscollege/), twitter
(www.twitter.com/obuofstpeterscollege) and SMS
alerts (registration details in this newsletter). We hope
you will make use of these services.

The 2nd quarter(Oct-Dec) promises to be as exciting as
the first with the Saints Quadrangular tournament , the
planned OBUH events at the Lounge and the events
planned round the December season. We look forward
to seeing you at these events and hope you will rally
round to "Lend a heart and lend a hand and lift the flag
on high!"

Shiyan Jayaweera
Hony. Editor
SPC-OBU 2019/20

Praveen Fernando
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OFFICE BEARERS OF ST. PETER’S COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ 

UNION 2019-20

St. Peter’s College Old Boys' Union held its 91st Annual General
Meeting on Sunday, 30th June 2019, at the D J Nicholas Perera Hall.
Mr. Asela Lihinikaduwa was re-elected President for the year
2019/2020.

Following are those elected to the Committee of Management for 
the year 2019/2020

Patron : Rev. Fr. Trevor Martin (Patron/ Rector)
Vice Patrons : Rev. Fr. Felician R. Perera (Ex-officio)

: Rev. Fr. Travis Gabriel (Ex-officio)
: Mr. Francis Madiwala (Ex-officio)
: Rev. Fr. Srian Ranasinghe OMI
: Vidyajothi Prof. Willie Mendis
: Mr. Kumar Paul (Snr.)
: Mr. Mano Chanmugam
: Air Chief Marshal Roshan Goonetileke
: Dr. Ananda Soysa
: Vidyajothi. Prof. Rohan Jayasakara
: Mr. Nivard Cabraal
: Mr. Ranjith Weerasena
: DIG. Camilus Abeygoonewardena (Ret)

President : Mr. Asela Lihinikaduwa

Immediate Past President : Mr. Romeish de Mel

Nominated Past Presidents : Mr. Gerry de Mel
: Mr. Roshan Dharmaratne
: Mr. Harin Gunawardena
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Vice Presidents : Mr. Ashley Fonseka
: Mr. Navin Perera
: Mr. Kumantha Ranasinghe
: Mr. Dilshan Hareen Perera
: Dr. Shivaji Felix
: Mr. Kevin Edwards

Hony. General Secretary : Mr. Ravika de Silva
Asst. Secretary : Mr. Johann Perera

Hony. Treasurer : Mr. Haariz Rahman
Asst. Treasurer : Mr. Sanjeev Dabare

Hony. Editor : Mr. Shiyan Jayaweera
Asst. Editor : Mr. Sydney Downall

General Committee : Mr.Dushantha Gunewardene
: Mr. Ksham Ranasinghe
: Mr. Mangala Dharmapriya
: Mr. Asela Perera
: Mr. Lashan Ranasinghe
: Mr. Praveen Fernando
: Mr. Suren Perera
: Mr. Algi Wijewickrema
: Mr. Randy Roche
: Mr. Ramesh Rayappan
: Mr. Lakshan Nanayakkara
: Mr. Irfan Amirdeen
: Mr. Pradeep Edwards

OFFICE BEARERS OF ST. PETER’S COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ 

UNION 2019-20 Contd.
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OFFICE BEARERS OF ST. PETER’S COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ 

UNION 2019-20 Contd.

: Mr. Dayan Georgesz
: Mr. Lyndon Jayasinghe
: Mr. Pramoda Karunatileka
: Mr. Vinoshan Richard
: Mr. Trevin Fernandopulle
: Mr. Shamal Perera
: Mr. Sanushka Perera

The proceedings began with Holy Mass concelebrated by Rev. Fr.
Trevor Martin, Rev. Fr. Srian Ranasinghe, Rev. Fr. Chrispin Leo, Rev.
Samith Rangana Fernando, Rev. Fr. Chandanalal Fernando, Rev. Fr.
Samantha Fernandopulle and Rev. Fr. Thilinapathum Fernando,
followed by the traditional breakfast, courtesy Rev. Fr. Rector. The
AGM thereafter was followed by an “after party” for fellowship
amongst the members.

Ravika de Silva
Hony. General Secretary
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THANK YOU FR.TREVOR – A FAREWELL TO OUR RECTOR

A farewell to the 11th Rector of St.Peter’s College, Rev.Fr.Trevor Martin, titled “Thank
you Fr. Trevor – A farewell to our Rector” organized by the OBU of St.Peter’s College
was held on 25th July 2019 at the Grand Ballroom, Galle Face hotel amidst a gathering
of over 268 old boys’ and well wishers. Fr. Rector was welcomed by the OBU
committee of management and led in procession into the hall. Following the lighting
of the oil lamp, the welcome address and keynote address were delivered by
Dr.Nirmal De Silva and OBU President Mr.Asela Lihinikaduwa respectively. Fr. Trevor
was clearly emotional ,as he watched a video specially prepared for the occasion
covering the highlights of his tenure at St.Peter’s. The incoming Rector Rev Fr. Rohitha
Rodrigo then addressed the gathering.
The formalities concluded with a vote of thanks by the Gen. Secretary Mr. Ravika de
Silva.
A special highlight of the evening was a farewell messages video from the different
OBU branches across the world, all of whom had personal interactions with Fr Trevor,
and also that the entire event was live streamed on the OBU Facebook page for the
benefit of its members.
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GOLDEN GLEAM 2019

Golden Gleam 2019 :“ The Grand Circus Spectacle “ was held at the Colombo
Hilton on the 3rd of August 2019 in a grand scale. This year the project was co-
chaired by Mr Navin Perera & Mr Duaine Peiris along with the enthusiastic
dance committee. The event was hosted by our very own ring master Gehan
Block backed by Misty and Black , two of the leading bands in the
entertainment industry in Sri Lanka.

The Golden Gleam dinner dance is the main fund raiser for the OBU and this
year too it was a full house, with the ballroom packed from wall to wall.

The success of this event has been the sheer commitment and the dedication of
the dance committee and the generosity of our sponsors who have supported
this event wholeheartedly to maintain its position as the best schools’ dance in
the country. Our special thanks to all who supported this endeavor and look
forward to your continued support for Golden Gleam 2020 as well.
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RETRO NIGHT‘19 

The Peterite Lounge yet again was abuzz with the “Retro Night"
event in September which saw a sizable gathering. A new food
menu and mocktails saw the crowd enjoying their food and
drinks. The colorful lighting and nostalgic pictures of 70’s and 80’s
decorated the lounge to add an “old sckool” touch.
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SPC OBU SYDNEY BRANCH

A big “Thank You” to all who attended the remembrance service that was held
to celebrate the lives of our school-mates and teachers who are no longer
with us.

Old Peterite Rev Fr Isuru Weliwatte mgl was brilliant in the way he engaged
with the large congregation from different faiths during his homily. Fr Isuru
was also encouraged by the attendance at this year’s mass too. He said "I had
set aside about 90 hosts for communion and the line of people who
"received" never seemed to end -- they kept coming and coming. Finally, I
had to get more from the Tabernacle".

It was great to see the HCF-SPC community support this Service. I hope this
tradition will continue.

The Choir led by Harsha & Nipuna and accompanied by Dinease (wife of
Dinuka and niece of old Peterites Claude, Edgar and Vernon) sang like angels
and had the entire congregation participating in the singing.

Thank you also for the generous donations and the Food, it certainly made the
fellowship a great success.

Amal Wahab
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BATCH OF 2008

The annual general meeting of the Batch of 2008 was held on the
26th of June 2019 at the OBU Secretariat with many batch members
in attendance. Mr. Kamil Hisham was appointed as the President and
Mr. Marlon Mirando as the Secretary for the year 2019/20.

The focus of the batch is to create engagement and networking
amongst its members. The batch continues to have regular informal
gatherings at the Peterite Lounge which started to see more new
members patronizing. 7 new members obtained membership of the
OBU.

Further, the batch group initiated a fund raising project, producing a
limited edition lapel pin of the St. Peter's College Old Boys’ Union
which was initially sold at the “Golden Gleam 2019” dinner dance.
The Batch plans to use this project to help the OBU as well as College.
The idea behind creating merchandise is to create a range of
products which can be worn at any OBU event or elsewhere to
proudly display our Peterite identity.

Kamil Hashim
President 2019/20
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FROM OUR MEMBERS:

“OUR ALMA MATER” – BY DES KELLY

To feature your event in the newsletter , emaileditor@stpetersobu.com

https://www.twitter.com/share?url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&t=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&title=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&title=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elanka.com.au%2Four-alma-mater-by-des-kelly%2F&name=%26%238220%3BOUR+ALMA+MATER%26%238221%3B+%26%238211%3B+BY+Des+Kelly&description=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly%20 %20 %20 %20 %20 As%20we%20quickly%20approach%20yet%20another%20Mothers’%20day,%20here%20in%20Australia,%20my%20thoughts%20naturally%20fly%20to%20my%20own%20Mother,%20who,%20with%20my%20Dad,%20is%20resting%20in%20peace%20perfect%20peace,%20in%20the%20most%20beautiful%20“Botanical%20Necropolis”%20in%20Melbourne. %20As%20everyone%20should%20know,%20a%20“Mother”%20is,%20by%20far,%20the%20most%20important%20person%20in%20this%20World%20of%20ours.%20“Mater”%20is%20the%20Latin%20word%20for%20her,%20so%20where%20does%20the%20term%20“Alma%20Mater”%20fit%20in%20?.%20Generally,%20folks,%20it%20is%20indeed%20a%20Mother%20who%20accompanies%20her%20children%20to%20School%20for%20the%20first%20time%20(as%20it%20was%20in%20my%20case),%20the%20term%20“Alma%20Mater”%20therefore%20is%20considered%20to%20be%20your%20first%20School%20or%20College,%20your%20“Nourishing%20Mother”%20is%20yet%20another%20endearing%20term%20(in%20Latin),%20simply%20because%20your%20place%20of%20learning%20takes%20over%20from%20your%20biological%20Nourishing%20Mother,%20to%20hopefully%20teach%20you%20the%20facts%20of%20life,%20among%20other%20things.%20So,%20the%20next%20time%20anyone%20speaks%20of%20their%20“Alma%20Mater,”%20you%20will%20know%20exactly%20what%20they…
mailto:editor@stpetersobu.com


FROM OUR MEMBERS:
“OUR ALMA MATER” – BY DES KELLY

To feature your event in the newsletter , emaileditor@stpetersobu.com

https://www.twitter.com/share?url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&t=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&title=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.elanka.com.au/our-alma-mater-by-des-kelly/&title=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly
https://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elanka.com.au%2Four-alma-mater-by-des-kelly%2F&name=%26%238220%3BOUR+ALMA+MATER%26%238221%3B+%26%238211%3B+BY+Des+Kelly&description=“OUR%20ALMA%20MATER”%20–%20BY%20Des%20Kelly%20 %20 %20 %20 %20 As%20we%20quickly%20approach%20yet%20another%20Mothers’%20day,%20here%20in%20Australia,%20my%20thoughts%20naturally%20fly%20to%20my%20own%20Mother,%20who,%20with%20my%20Dad,%20is%20resting%20in%20peace%20perfect%20peace,%20in%20the%20most%20beautiful%20“Botanical%20Necropolis”%20in%20Melbourne. %20As%20everyone%20should%20know,%20a%20“Mother”%20is,%20by%20far,%20the%20most%20important%20person%20in%20this%20World%20of%20ours.%20“Mater”%20is%20the%20Latin%20word%20for%20her,%20so%20where%20does%20the%20term%20“Alma%20Mater”%20fit%20in%20?.%20Generally,%20folks,%20it%20is%20indeed%20a%20Mother%20who%20accompanies%20her%20children%20to%20School%20for%20the%20first%20time%20(as%20it%20was%20in%20my%20case),%20the%20term%20“Alma%20Mater”%20therefore%20is%20considered%20to%20be%20your%20first%20School%20or%20College,%20your%20“Nourishing%20Mother”%20is%20yet%20another%20endearing%20term%20(in%20Latin),%20simply%20because%20your%20place%20of%20learning%20takes%20over%20from%20your%20biological%20Nourishing%20Mother,%20to%20hopefully%20teach%20you%20the%20facts%20of%20life,%20among%20other%20things.%20So,%20the%20next%20time%20anyone%20speaks%20of%20their%20“Alma%20Mater,”%20you%20will%20know%20exactly%20what%20they…
mailto:editor@stpetersobu.com


FROM OUR MEMBERS:
“OUR ALMA MATER” – BY DES KELLY

Published on Apr 5th 2019
https://www.elanka.com.au/our-
alma-mater-by-des-kelly/
Reproduced with permission
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PETERITES IN THE  NEWS

• Mr. Isuru Perera appointed as the Assistant Coach of the Sri Lanka Under 19 
Football Team. 

• Former SL Air Force Commander Roshan Gunathilaka, a distinguished Old 
Peterite and Vice Patron of the OBU, has been conferred the rank of Marshal of 
the Air Force.

• Mr. Rumesh Ratnayake appointed as interim head coach of the Sri Lanka 
national cricket team

• Mr. Kevin Edwards appointed to the Board of Arbitrators of the Ceylon 
Chamber of Commerce

• Mr. Kevin Edwards appointed as Vice Chairman of the Sri Lanka Maldives 
Business Council

• Mr. Sudesh Mendis appointed Treasurer of the Sri Lanka Maldives Business 
Council

• Mr. Mario Joseph represented Sri Lanka Masters Men’s Hockey team at the 
Masters World Cup in Barcelona

• Mr. Godwin Solomons represented Sri Lanka Masters Men’s Hockey team at 
the Masters World Cup in Barcelona

• Mr. Vinothan John appointed to the National Cricket Selection Committee
• Mr. Anil M.G. Perera appointed as the Team Leader of Rural Road Project by 

Asian Development
• Mr. Mahinda Saranapala received the Sri Brands LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2019.
• Mr. Ashan Ransilige received the HR Leadership Award 2019
• Mr. Gerard Victoria was elected as the Chairman of the Sri Lanka Association of 

Airline Representatives (SLAAR)
• Mr. Pradeep Edward appointed as the Secretary General of Asia Marketing 

Federation.
• Mr. Jerome de Silva received the honor Kala Keerthi for his contribution to the 

theatre.
• Mr. Chandrashan Perera conferred the title of Kreeda Bhushana
• Mr. Anuradha Herath represented National Rugby team at the Asian sevens 

series.
• Mr. Nishon Perera represented National Rugby team at the Asian sevens series.
• Mr. Kevin Dixon represented National Rugby team at the Asian sevens series.
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EVENT CALENDAR
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DECEMBER

• 06th Dec - Batch Get Together 2008 

Fairway residencies Rajagiriya.

• 08th Dec - Battle of the Saints Cricket Carnival (organized by 

the Batch of 95-2000)

College Grounds

• 14th Dec - OBU Sing Along 

Rev. Fr. D.J. Nicholas Perera Hall

• 15th Dec - College Carol Service

Rev. Fr. D.J. Nicholas Perera Hall

• 21st Dec - Hockey Evening

Rev. Fr. D.J. Nicholas Perera Hall

• 25th Dec - Christmas Midnight Mass

College Chapel
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