Third umpire should perform role of appeal judge

TIME and again the cricket
public has watched in horror as
TV replays show a ground
umpire's decision upholding or
dismizsing an appeal against a
batsman to be in grave error. -~

But the hardest thing has
been to see an injustice on TV
replays and -then to note in
disbelief that the technology
that detected the umpire's
eITor is not being used to cor-
rect the error. Patently wrong
umpiring decisions are allowed
to stand because of the absence
of 2 mechanism in the laws

of cricket to overturn them.

In the judicial system a dissat- .

isfied litigant has the right of
appeal against the decision of
the judge to a higher court or a
full bench. A similar principle of
appeal should find expression in
ericket rules and allow a dissatis-
fed captain to appeal against a
ground umpire's deelsion to the
third umpire. ;
Greater justice in umpiring
decisions has been secured
through the participation of
the third umpire who, upon the
request of a ground umpire, can

determine appeals for run-outs
and stumpings.

This process should be
extended, with the third umpire
being required to perform an
appellate role in respect to
doubtful catches behind or in
front of the wicket and run-outs
and stumpings (which are not
referred to the third umpire by a
ground umpire).

Any objection that a two-tier
appeal process would unduly
protract or destabilise the game
can be met by restricting the
number of appeals against the

ground umpires’ decisions to
five per side per innings. This
way some of the bad ground
umpiring decislons, particu-
larly in respect to appeals for
“caught behind the wicket",
could be corrected.

The use of the proposed
appeal mechanism may also
contribute in some way towards
contalning - the unnecessary
tension that flares from time to
time between cricket-playing
nations because of poor umpir-

SENAKA WEERARATMA
Malak, NT
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tive, self-defensive culture that
encourages introspection. All

winning the next race and

sustaining the small ralk of !

petty politics. Mosley's obliga- .

tion, to consider the wider

ramifications of modifying the

sport as a global commeodity In

a digital age, is, by its very

nature, confrontational.
He envisages Formula One
moving away from its Euro

pean power base, with venues |
such as Malaysia, South Ko |

rea, China and India opening
up unexplored audiences. His
search for the right niche in
the marketplace involves pro-
moting perceived wvices, such
as the lack of overraking
manoeuvres on modemn
tracks, as potential virtues.

“It is true that it is 0
difficult to overtake, but that
doesn't mean that it should be
too frequent an experience,” he
said. “There is now a sense of

significance when someone
overtakes, a real sense of
spectacle.”

‘A driver sees it as

or
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SPORTS LETTERS

. From Mr Senaka Weeraratna

¢ Sir, Time and again the cricket
! public has watched in horror .

: : =1 as television replays show an
that matters in the pit lane is | s 2

umpire's decision, upholding
dismissing an appeal
against a batsman. to be in
grave error. But the hardest
thing has been to see an

‘injustice on television replays,

S and

then to note that the

- technology that detected the
‘umpire’s error is not being

© used

to correct the error.

‘ Patently wrong umpiring deci-

‘sions are allowed 1o

o mechanism In

stand
because of the absence of a
the laws of

" cricket to overturn them.

In the judicial system, a
dissatisfied litigant has the
right of appeal against a

. decision of a judge, to a higher

“court or a full bench. Likewise,

| should find
W cricket

a similar principle of appeal
EXpression  in

laws and allow a

‘dissarisfied captain of a team

o appeal against a ground

" umpire's decision to the third
L umpire.

Greater justice in umpiring

widecisions has been secured
 because of the participation of
-'the third umpire, who, upon
the request

of a ground um-

| Limited appeal for fielders

pire, can determine appeals
for run-ouis and stumpings.
This process should be extend-

ed, with the third umpire |

being required to perform an
appellate role in respect of
doubtful catches, behind or in
front of the wicket, and run-
outs and stumpings {which
are not referred to the third
umpire by a ground umpire).
Any objection that a rwo-tier
appeal process would unduly
protract or destabilise .the
game can be met by restriciing
the number of appeals against
the ground umpires’ decisions
to five per side per innings.
This way, some of the bad
ground umpiring decisions,
particularly in respect of ap-
peals for caught behind the
wicket, could be corrected. .
The use of the proposed
appeal mechanism may also
contribute in some way to-
wards containing the unneces-
sary rension that flares from
time o time between cricket
playing nations because of
poor umpiring decisions.
Yours faithfully,
SENAKA WEERARATNA,
40 Malak Crescent,
Drarwin, NT 0812,
Australia.
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0 outer spa

are creature — a
{ot merely a the-
as soon accept a
tu a Spice Girls’
ngwood-Carlton
e fan. The type of
ot merely res-
g a 70,000 MCG
00 lock-out; but
Jn extra 5000 on

accepted. The turnstile attendant
wants to know if you have a reserved
seat? A membership package? You
tell him you just want to get into a
three-quarters emdptg ground for the
usual price, and he tells you it
doesn't work like that any more.
Reluctantly, you part with an extra
$12. For the first and last time.
The next day you read that Foots

things are done in the corporate
world?

Besides, you are not a Foots ...
ummm-Western supporter. You just
wanted to go and see a good game of
footy at the recammmde& rerail

. price, And now you are fully aware

that this particular pleasure — the
spontanecus day at the foory — is
soon to be a thing of the past.

But just how all this can be ex-

plained you are not quite sure. Why |

are only a certain number allowed in
at the minimum price when there
are thousands of empty seats? Surely
this surcharge should apply only
when demand is likely to exceed
supply, or when an extra advantage
is offered. Isn't that the type of logic
the businessmen who run football
clubs apply to their own goods and
services?

The AFL had always liked to com-
are the 'prlcc of its product to other
orms of entertainment. OK, you

compare two games last weekend to

the movies. It Essendon v Carlton-

was the Saturday night "no free list”
game, Foots . .. umni-Western v Fre-
mantle was definitely the Tuesday
“all tix $6" show.

Which is why you are not particu-
larlyesgmpatheric to those who were
locked out of the MCG blockbuster
on Monday. The AFL likes to talk
about economics in these matters,
and at Carlton-Essendon the laws of
demand and supply kick in. It had
reserved seat written all over it.

But when you apply the same logic
to a Foots ... ummm-Western-Fre-
mantle game. the ﬁg;ures don't add
up. Optus Oval holds about 35,000
people. About 9000 people attended
the game. You remember your form-
three economics. Why don't the
clubs?

The Bulldogs at least apologised.
They have reduced the prices and,

Let captains make
appeals to third umpire

| T IME and again the cricket

public has watched in horror
as TV replays have shown
umpires to be in grave error.
Patently wrong decisions are
allo to stand because of the
absence of a mechanism in the
laws of cricket to overturn them.

In the judicial system, a
dissatisfied litigant has a right of
appeal to a higher court or a full
bench. A similar principle
should find expression in cricket
rules and allow a dissatisfied
captain to appeal against a
ground umpire’s decision to the
third umpire.

At present, the third umpire,
upon a request of a groun
umpire, determines appeals for
run-outs and stumpings. This
process should be extended. He
should be required to rule on all
run-outs and stumpings and
perform an appellate role in
respect of doubtful catches
behind or in front of the wicket.

Any objection that a two-tier
appeal process would unduly
protract or destabilise the game
can be met by restricting the
number of appeals against the

round umpires’ decislons to
ive a side per Innings. In this
way, some of the bad ground
umpiring decisions, particularly
on appeals for catches behind
the wicket, could be corrected.

It might also contribute in
somne way towards containing
the unnecessary tension that
flares from time to time between
cricket-playing nations because
of poor umpiring.

Senaka Weeraratna
Darwin, NT |°
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Allow appeals to the Third Umpire ‘

Time and again the cricket public has watched in horror TV replays showing a ground umpire's decision upholding or
dismissing an appeal against a batsman, to be in grave error. But the hardest thing has been to see a manifest injustice on
TV replays, and then to note in disbelief that the technology which detected the umpire's error was not being used to
correct the error. Patently wrong umpiring decisions are allowed to stand because of the absence of a mechanism in the

laws of cricket to overturn them.

In the judicial system, a dissatisfied litigant has a right of appeal against a decision of a judge, to a higher court or a full
bench. Likewise a similar principle of appeal should find expression in cricket rules and allow a dissatisfied captain of a
team to appeal against a ground umpire's decision, to the third umpire. Greater justice in umpiring decisions is now
secured because of the participation of the third umpire, upon a request of a ground umpire, in determining appeals for run
outs and stumpings. This process should be extended further with the third umpire being required to perform an appellate
role in respect of doubtful catches behind or in front of the wicket, and run outs and stumpings (which are not referred to

the third umpire by a ground umpire).

Any objection that a two tier appeal process would unduly protract or de-stabilise the game, can be met by restricting the
number of appeals against the ground umpires' decisions, to five per each side per each innings. This way, some of the bad
ground umpiring decisions, particularly in respect of appeals for ‘caught behind the wicket', could be corrected.

The use of the proposed appeal mechanism may also contribute in some way towards containing the unnecessary tension
which flares from time to time between cricket playing nations, because of poor umpiring decisions.

Senaka Weeraratna,
Darwin NT 0812,

Australia.
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Cozier desperately seeking
something new 1o say about il

Umpires must be geting fed up
to the back teeth listening 1o
criticism from ex-players turned
commentators who probably
could not pass an umpire's
examination if they tried

Of course, the instant replay
facility must be used, if only for
line decisions for the umpire to
decide on, but it is being blatantly
abused and the game is not
benefiting from it as it should.
Umpires are becoming loathe 1o
give a decision in the bowler’s
favour in case replays show them
to be wrong. The time has come
for the replay to be used only
when the umpire asks for it.

DAVID HERDSON
Radcliffe, Lancs.
=a—————

ﬂ APPEAL
MECHANISM
INCREASINGLY television
d replays are showing an umpire’s
decision to be in error. Patently
wrong umpiring decisions are
allowed to stand because of the
‘ absence of a mechanism in the
laws of crickel 1o overturn them.
In the judicial system, a
’ dissatisfied litigan has a right of
appeal against a decision of a
judge. to a higher court or a full
bench. Likewise a similar
’ principle of appeal should find
expression in cricket rules and
allow a dissatisfied captain of a
’ team to appeal against a ground
umpires decision, 1o the third
i umpire. Through the participation
ki of the third umpire greater justice’
in umpiring decisions is now
secured, This process should be
extended to doubtful catches and
all unreferred run-outs and
slumpings.

Any objection that a two-tier
appeal process would unduly
protract or de-stabilise the game,
 can be met by restricting the
number of appeals against the

ground umpires” decisions to five
a side in each innings.

The use of the proposed appeal
mechanism may also contribute
in some way owards containing
the unnecessary tension which
flares from time to time between
cricket-playing nations, because
of poor umpirnng decisions.

SENAKA WEERARATNA
Malak, Darwin, Australia.

REFERRING to Mr Andrew
Godfrey's prize-winning letter in
April's issue, [ still have a vivid
memory of an occasion 2§ years
ago when my husband Ben and |
were in Corfu with four cricket
teams we had taken there for the
September Cricket Festival
(which Ben and Lord Omr-Ewing
had set up).

We were sitting round a table
having a remarkably cheerful
lunch with Blowers, Johnners,
and Bill Edrich plus wives and
girlfriends. Conversation was
very merry and not about cricket.
Suddenly a young Englishman in
his early 30s felt his way 1o our
table. He was blind and asked us
if Henry Blofeld was there as he
was sure he recognised his voice,

Blowers welcomed him with
his usual warmth and *dear old
thing’. Our new friend then said
he had gone blind in his early
teens and that cricket had been
his passion in life and he wanted
to thank Blowers in particular for
keeping it alive for him. He said
it was wonderful to listen to his
commentaries and to see the
whole picture, to imagine the
white seagull as it arrived on the
ground, the red double-decker
bus driving along St John's Wood
Road, the green tree, the
colourful flags, the acroplane
flying over Lord’s and even to
imagine his friends in the
commentary box as they pulled
each others’ legs and munched

WHYTE
&
MACKAY

LETTER
OF THE :
MONTH L

AS A youth coach 1 spend a lot
of time trying to teach parents
and young cricketers how to
treat their new bats and, even
more importantly, how to buy
the right size of bat.

I was really pleased 1o see
the statement in April*s
Eguipment Supplement from
cricket bat manufacturers
about how to look after bats, I
was, for a few seconds, even
more pleased to see the Gunn
& Moore sizing cpart.

However, closer inspection
of the photograph changed my
mind. The bat the boy is
‘modelling” stands almost up
to his elbows. Further on, what
looks like the same, “size 2° boy
is posing with Shane Warne
with what looks like the same
size of bat as the demon leg-
spinner. In both cases the boy
stands no chance of using a bat
of that size to play cricket.

The size of a cricket bat is

dark brown chocolate cake. This
was all part of the cricket scene.

It's all verv well to have the
cold commentary about each ball
as it 15 played, but a bit of
humour and colourful description
of the scene can make a blind
man's day a little brighter.

MRS B.M. BROCKLEHURST
Ashurst, Kent.

COMMENTARY BOX
CAPERS
I MUST add my weight 1o the
comments about the decline in
Test March Special.

Henry Blofeld is the master of
irrelevance and his demise is not

vital. It is as important as
wearing the right size of shoes.
Far too many small sports
shops have no idea about the
size of bat that a boy needs. All
too often they sell parents and
children what they have left on
their racks rather than what
the child really needs.

To make matters worse, il
you put together several
different makes of child bat
purporting to be of the same
size, you will find that none of
them are. They all vary. How
can anyone make a proper
choice until there is
uniformity?

Can the bat manufacturers
protect their customers by
developing a uniform sizing
policy for bats size 6 and
under? Can they also give
customers a promise that they
will support them when so-
called sports shops sell the
wrong goods because of greed
or ignorance?

Or are they just happy to
make the sales to keep their
profits up?

KEVIN BOARDMAN
Mildenhall, Suffolk.

Mr Boardman wins a bowle of Whyre
& Mackay Scoich whisky.

moumed by those of us who
prefer to hear about the cricket.

As a devolee of many years [
could be accused of supporting
the maxim of *Arlott good:
Agnew bad’ (a dreadful
Orwellian parody!) but I do feel
that the flippant banter practised
in today’s commentary boxes
does not give the listeners the
respect they deserve. Brian
Iohnston, who was only a short
head behind Arlot, always put
cricket first and cake second.
Sadly the modern broadcaster has
jolly japes first and cricket
second.

RAY CHAPMAN

Dormidge, W. Midlands.

NEW!

SOBERS 365 RANGE

Sobers 365 range includes
handmade English willow bat with
Sir Gary's personal signature in a
Limited Edition of 365. Also in the
range are new High Density Foam
pads and gloves in a revolutionary

new design for better protection.

NEW CATALOGUE
OUT NOW!

Bats, pads, gloves, shirts, trousers, boots,
glasses, helmet, balls, coffins and bags.
New ground equipment range:

The Classic Bat Company,

53 High Street, Keynsham,
Bristol BS18 1DS
Tel: 0117 986 2714 Fax: 0117 986 1753
e-mail: sales@classicbat.co.uk
hﬂp:f,.-’vn-.rw.dc:ssicbu’r.co.uk
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THE regular umpiring errors
that were vividly zshown on
video replays during the recent
cricket season in Australia is a
frustrating experience for both
the participants and the fol-
lowers of the game, This frus-
tration is compounded when
the adjudication errors are seen
to distort the natural outcome
of the contest.

In the drama-filled one-day
match between England and
8ri Lanksa in Adelaide, Arjuna
Ranatunga's verbal duel with
umpire Ross Emerson over-
shadowed two significant

umpiring mistakes that enabled
the reprieved two batzmen,
Graeme Hick and Mahela Jaya-
wardene, to score centuries,
These incidents raise signifi-
cant questions, Why do cricket
rules allow wrong umpiring
declsions to stand? Why has full
use not been made of video
replays that can correct errors?
The answers to these gues-
tions lie in the outmoded
approach to adjudication in
cricket. The rule that the
umpire's decision is final has
become so entrenched in the
philosophy of cricket that any

‘A spectator’s appeal: reform cricket umpiring

attempt to modify it is viewed as
heresy.

Dissatisfied players should
have the right of appeal against
the decision of a field umpire to
the third umpire. The third
umpire’s powers should be
extended to enable him to per-
form an appellate role like an
Appeal Court judge in respect of
doubtful catches behind or in
front of the wicket, run outs and
stumpings that are not referred
to the third umpire by a field
umpire,

SENAKA WEERARATNA
Darwin

ushes the boundaries of tolerance
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1 (step-
abduet,

rape and keep prizoner a
12-vear-old girl, specifically after
priming her for that purpose,
which he does for two years
until her escape (sadly, into the
arms of another paedophile and
child pornographic film-maker);
(ii) his justification for continual
sexual abuse of his stepdaugh-
ter; and (iii) his desire to procure
more victims via Lolita having
more daughters by him.

The justification of his abuse
by statements to the effect that
he loves her and wants to care
for her sounds a bit like Philip
Bell's “hebephile” defence to
me, When any adult loves and
cares for a child, that's exactly
what they do — not sexually

SECTION EDITORS
Arts Deborah Jones

Assoclate Editor {Opinion) Stephen Romei
Associate Editor (Sport) Scott Coomber

Computers Mark Hollands
Features Scott Henry
Focus Rosemary Meill
Foreign Hews Cathy Osmond
Higher Education Jane Richardson
Photographic Lyndon Mechielsen
Real Life Jim Jenkins
Review IHelen Anderson

Sport Stan Wright
Time & Tide Philip King

exploit them for their own devi-
ant sexual gratification.

Mr Adams states the film is a
depiction of “child sexuality™.
Isn't that the problem? This
notion is used by paedophiles to
justify their deviant behaviour.
The term “child sexuality”, in
the context of Adams's com-
ments on the film is in my view
incongruous,

I have no objection to examin-
ing the serious issues relating to
the abuse and exploitation of
children for educative and pre-
ventative purposes, However, 4
film depicting the aforemen-
ticned in the penre of “film
entertainment” iz bevond the
pale,
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The most up-to-date research
suggests that there are two
things that paedophiles erave
most: more children to sexually
abuse and mainsiream accept-
ance and sympathy for their
activities. I do not wish to put a
smile on a paedophile’s face,

Mr Adams refers to covers of
magazines with 14-year-old girls,
Yes, sex sells, as does violence,
particularly in videos, computer
games and films, so how low, if
we continue to push boundaries
and lower the thresholds of
tolerance, can we as 4 society
go?

TRISH DRAPER
Federal Member for Makin
Modbury, SA

Letters are submitted on th

Ape texts are pushing so hard
for primitive labour, and
eguates  minimising  inter-
ventions with turning back the
clock 100 years to a time of high
maternal and foetal death rates.

Few experts contend that
there is virtue in putting up
with pain for pain's =sake.
Rather, the virtue, if any exists,
iz in eschewing interventions
that carry risks. There iz no
known analpesic that is risk free
for mother and baby. Pethidine,
a4 narcotic, can depress the
baby's breathing if taken within
five hours of birth. Epidurals
generally require the mother to
push lying on her back — an
unnatural posture which pro-
longs pushing and increases the
need for other interventions,
such as forceps and episioto-
mies.

Many interventions put one
on the slippery slope of further
interventions until the delivery
ends in a4 caesare section,
This is major surgery, which by
conservalive estimates is per-
formed approximately three
times as often as necessary in
Australia. As for denying the
reality of the pain of childbirth,
no one denies that childbirth is
painful, but emphasising just
how painful some find it, as she
recommends, is about as useful
as telling a uni student how
much they'll wani to just give
up and go on the dole,

Ms Morey's blithe advocacy of
interventions in childbirth does
neither mothers nor their chil-
dren any favours.

MARY MARGARET SCHUCK
Prospect, SA
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SUNIL SHIBAD
Bombay

OM THE CAMPUS AT THE SCHOOL WHERE 1
teach, students were literally fighting to
grab a copy of TIME with Indian batsman
Sachin Tendulkar on the cover [May 17].
Such is the influence he has on the youth
of this subcontinent. What sets him apart
from other players is not just his ability to
score runs with ease but his character.
He is not boastful when he scores lots
of runs. And he never shows a sign of
frustration, even when he is out on the
first ball. He is a quality sportsman.
JosH B. NIRAULA

Kathmandu

SACHIN TENDULKAR IS A GENIUS. HE HAS
taught us the value of dedication, de-
termination, discipline and, above all,
humility. His style of batting has brought
unadulterated joy to millions of Indians.
SUNIL SHIBAD

Bombay

SURELY CRICKET IS NOW ASIA'S GAME. IN
fact, I believe the game ought to belong
officially to the Pakistanis, Indians and
Sri Lankans (perhaps even the Bengalis)!

Cricket's New Wave
4&Indian batsman Sachin Tendulkar |
is a genius. He has taught us the

value of dedication, determination,
discipline and above all, humility.??

As a die-hard cricket fan, I was delighted
to see your report. People in this part of the
world are looking forward to the matches.
Saania MALIE, 17
Lahore, Pakistan

TOUR WELL-RESEARCHED ARTICLE ON

cricket’s 1999 World Cup missed one
name: Pakistan’s Shoaib Akhtar.

SHAKIL (JASMI

Karachi

TELEVISING CRICKET MATCHES HAS WON
the game millions of fans, but it has also
alienated viewers. Time and again we
watch in horror as video replays show
that an umpire’s decision is in grave
error—and then in dishelief when the er-
ror we have seen goes unacknowledged
and uncorrected. Cricket’s outmoded
adjudication practices are in urgent
need of reform.
SENAKA WEERARATNA
Darwin, N.T.

P TH LIS LA

ALTHOUCH TAM ACRICRET & =
only watch the sport during the World

Cup,when on-field decisions are made
by neutral umpires.

5.A. VANLANGENBERG

Melbourmg

Madeleine's War

TIME MANAGING EDITOR WALTER ISAAC-
son wrote a truly profound analysis of
what motivates U5, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright [May 17], giving us
insight into her childhood experiences
and her resulting moral beliefs. But there
are thousands of people who lived in
Europe through the Nazi period or Stal-
inist domination who later became U.S.
citizens and whose views are quite differ-
ent from those of Albright. As a teenager,
I lived for five vears in Nazi-occupied
Holland. Albright’s experiences led to a
naive morality that is not shared by many
who lived under despots but recognize
the complexities of a “just war.”
CarOLYNE M.VAN VLIET
Miami

AFTER MADELEINE ALBRIGHT, MARGARET

Thatcher and Indira Gandhi, can we put

to rest the idea that women in positions

of power are less likely than their male
counterparts to use violence?

Joun M. BAKER

Pathum Thani, Thailand

IT I5 NOW CLEAR WHOSE PERSONAL AM-
bitions and blindness are behind the
Kosovo mess. [ was stunned by Albright’s
challenge in 1993 to Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman Colin Powell: “What's the point
of having this superb military that vou're
always talking about if we can’t use it?”
Albright does not realize that the point is
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From The Editorial Office:

May 29, 1996 Third Street, Langton Green,
Tunbridge Wells,
Kent. TN3 0EN
Tel: 01892-862551

Mr Senaka Weeraratna. Fax: 01892-863755

2/18 Wordsworth Avenue,
Clayton South,

Victoria 3169,
AUSTRALIA.

Dear Mr Weeraratna, "
WHYTE & MACKAY LETTER OF THE MONTH

I am very pleased to inform you that your letter to The Cricketer of April 22
has won the Letter of the Month award in the June issue. The prize is a bottle of
Whyte & Mackay scotch whisky, and Sandra McLoughlin of Whyte & Mackay will

shortly be in touch with you to arrange for its consignment to you.

1 hope you enjoy it. Congratulations.

MF,

RICHARD A. HUTTON
Editorial Di
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THeE COMPLETE
CrICKET COLLECTION

THE COMPLETE
CriCKET COMPANION

The acclaimed innovative cricketing
“filesfax'; all the facts and E‘Ltu.llﬂ of First
Class and [nternatonal Cricker, updu.ltd
querterly and disparched directly o you.
(three FREE included in the price).
VL coveR: £19.99 Ref ¥
Leamer Covin L3499 Ref L”

In conjunction with THE
CompPanion, Gaymer's Guides has
devised THE COMPLETE CRICKET
COMPENDIUM, o store updared
pages. plus any of the information
packs listed below, to crears a growing
up-to-dare reference source

THE COMPLETE CRICKET

COMPENDIUM

@EI0Ref A"

* All Test Players since 1876477
Career Averages (64 pages) §5 Rel Bt

+ English Test Players Test-by-Test
Analysis (224 pages) £10 Ref Ct
Complete ':)et.";-l?w.nm: ¢ .I'}gxrr.- ::."'r:'r.'_'f
.E'ugj:..'ur.l' Ter .II:I.':u:i.Tr

= Test Resulos since 1876/77

inc custormased dividers)

(224 pages) £10 Ref Dt
o

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
* %

BLY THE ComrexDIUs plus all 3 info

packs above FOR ONLY £29 99*
Ref ABCD

* plis £2 50 pefp (£5 avervoar)

¥ ¥ ardered cingly, £1 peip, (£2 overseas)

To order, send cheque or credin cand
details (inc expiry date) o
Gaymer's Guides (TC6)
FREEPOST (5W 8717)° *
HAMPTON, Middx TW 12 3BR
orring : 0L81- 941 0803
or Fax; 0181.979 5287
quoding relevane referencels.

* Na mamp reguiresd

WHYTE
&
MACKAY

ARJUNA Ranatunga’s call for
neutral umpires in
international cricket must be
welcomed wholeheartedly.
Whatever drawhacks there
were in the World Cup, it was
singularly free of umpiring
controversies, unlike the recent
Australia-Sri Lanka series.
The conduct of Australian
umpires during that tour has
critically strengthened the case
for exclusive use of third-
country umpires in
international cricket. In three
Tests and six One-Day
Internationals 15 lbw decisions
were given by the umpires.
While 13 of these went against

Sri Lanka, only two were given
against the Australian
batsmen. Remarkably both
these were given by the
Pakistan umpire, Hayat.

The ratio against 5ri Lanka
of 6'/3:1 must be the highest
ratio of lbw decisions recorded
against a visiting team in
cricket history.

In the past Australia
repeatedly attacked the quality
of umpiring in the Indian sub-
continent, basing themselves
primarily on a ratio of 3:1 lbw
decisions given against them.
Such critics would be hard
pressed to defend the ratio
against the Sri Lankan team.
This might have been higher
had the third-country umpire
not given the two lbw
decisions. It is, indeed, quite
astonishing to note that none of
the Australian umpires
deemed it fit to give an
Australian batsman out Ibw in

the entire series despite
numerous confident appeals
against them.

Some of the cream of the Sri
Lankan batsmen were
dismissed at crucial moments
of the game through the
intervention of the umpires.

The case for exclusive use of
third-country umpires in
international cricket is strong
and convincing. Even when
mistakes are made by these
umpires, they would at least be
free from the perception of
bias and partisanship.
Moreover their participation
would prevent pre-existing
good relations between cricket
playing nations from becoming
unnecessarily strained by
umpiring controversies.

SENAKA WEERARATNA
Clayton South, Victoria,
Australia.

Senaka Weerarama wins a boale of
Whyte & Mackay Scotch whisky.

50 The Cricketer, June 19596
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in first-class cnckel, Former
Australian captain Kim Hughes
also achieved this feat

He scored 119 on his first-class
debut for Western Australia at
Perth in 197576 and on the
Australian tour of the West Indies
in 197778, he took a wicket with
his first ball, against Guyana at
Georgetown.

GRAHAM CLAYTON

MNSW. Australia.

WHO CARES?

WHO cares about the state of
English cricket” Who cares that
OVET successive winlers we have
been humiliated by overseas
opponents? Whio cares that the
products of our “full-time” game
cannot compete with overseas
‘part-timers"? Who cares that we
have talented players (do we?)
that continually appear to under-
achieve at international level?
Who cares that we continue to
allow our domestic game (o be o
lraning "_‘I"-'llll'l'il for our overseas
opponents? Who cares that those
who run cricket in Australia and
South Africa can control the way
their players participate in an
English season. but those in
charge of our national side cannot
do the same?

Responses please to the TCCB,
or is it now the ECB (different
name, same I."L"'-'lrl‘lf. same end
product!) or your local county
club. It will have no impact, but
sometimes it's good to get things
off your chest if you do care
about English cricket.

1. B. GILL
Summerbrndge. Hammogate.

CRickETEL '

TWIN PEAKS
DURING a two-month stint
working as a venue co-ordinator
during the Waorld Cup, travelling
to and from such diverse stadia as
Gujranwala's linnah Stadium,
Peshawar's Arbab MNiaz Stadiom
and the Gadaffi Stadwm in
Lahore. | thought I'd seen most
of what Pakistan had 1o offer in
terms of cricketing facilities.
How wrong [ was

Enduring a bone-jarring. 18
hour bus ride from Rawalpindi 1o
the Northern Territories, 1 braved
the infamous Karakoram
Highway that followed the old
Silk route in connecting Pakistan
with its northerly neighbour.
China. Stopping in Karimabad,
the capital of the Hunza Valley, 1
caught a glimpse of the scencry
that was said to have been the
inspiration for the imaginary
paradise of Shangri-La,
immortalised in James Hilton's
classic novel Last Horizons

There at 6000 feet | saw a
high-school cricket match fought
out amidst a backdrop of snow-

capped mountains. These natural
sightscreens gave an impressive
air of serenity to the scene, in
stark contrast 1o the frantic
proceedings on the bed of dust
that served as the field of play.

Local rulesgrveren’t aliogether
unfamiliar to a foreigner well
versed in the vaganes of
yvard cnicket. A six-and-out rule
governing balls that ¢cleared the
wall seen in the photograph
seemed slightly harsh,
partcularly as the guilty party
then had to make the considerabl
trek to reclaim the errant ball®

The huge crowd that had
gathered for this alpine needle-
match was a reassunng sight afte
the sparse crowds that had
greeted most of the Group B
matches that didn’t involve the
host country

| recommend the Northern
Territories as a rewarding detour
for the intrepid cricket fan. 1
certainly won't forget it in a
hurry.

WILLIAM SIL
London Wld
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The proposed UMPINg reviews sysiem wil be inalled dunng India’s three-Tes! sanas aganst Sn Lanka,
beginning next manth, the lndian board has said Onginally 581 (o featune Tor the frst bme dunng Souwth

AlNCE's upcoming senas against England, il was sholved afier both boards faied 1o reach an agreement an
the details.

The ICC Boand, had. in March, approwved the tnal of the review system dunng & Test senes in the cument
ericket calendar 11 wall now have 1o approve f8 Cnckel Committee’s recommendations before the Sn Lanka-
Indea senes bagms. The man elaments are

= Lmpires should still be permitied 10 refer ing decsions or boundanes 1o the third umpera as normmal
wilhoul a player requesling him 1o relar that decison®
The players should be parmitied to ask the on-feld umpire 10 revienw any aspect ol any alher
decision in consulation with the turd smpane
Thie process should take the lerm and order of on-field umpire gives his decision; affecied batsman
o fieldsng side’s caplain asks the umpers 1o review thal decsion, the on-feld umpre|s) and third
umgpene consull; the on-fiekd umpire gives his inal decision
The commiltes recommended 1hal Hawk-Eye technology could be used by the third umpire bud only
{or the purposes of determining the actual path of the ball up unlil the poend that it struck the batsman
and net the predictar lunclion of the technology ’

Thie BCCI press release sad tha folowing technology could be used by the therg umpire while considenng
the review request

= Slow rmotion replays from all avalable cameras

* Super slow motion replays from the cameras postioned al eaher end ol the ground

= LMra mabon camera replays from the cameras posiioned at either end of the ground

= Sownd from the stump microphones with the replays al nomal speed and slow moticn

+ Hawk-Eye for ball racking purposes oaly (ned for predicting the patential future trajectory of the bal) L

According 1o the system, players will request reviews by making a8 ‘T sign; # the third umpire disagrees with
Ihe on-feid umpsre, the on-feld wmpire should revoke his previous decision before giving the new verdict
The review System will make its st appearance in the first Testin Colombo, whech begins on July 23

Thi syslem was firs! proposed back in 1997 by Senaka Weeraraine, 8 56 Lankan lawyer, whose lBlier was

‘pubkshed in several newspapars. | was then forwarded 1o Upal Dhamadasa, the then 56 Lankan board
prasident, for further action.
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The Umplre s 1mmun1ty limits
accurate adjudication

The regular recurrence of umpiring errors that Even the judges in courts of law do not e enjoy such
were vividly shown on video replays during the absolute immunity. D1ssatlsf“ ed litigants have the
recent cricket season in Australia is a frustrating  right of appeal against the decision of a judge to a
experience for both the participants and the follow- higher court or a full bench. The appellate proce-
ers of the game. dure in the legal system is a mppe.mﬁLT m that

" These incidents raise significant questions. Why enables a judicial decision to be reviewed and cor-
do cricket rules allow wrong umpiring decisions to rected, if it is unsustainable. This procedure servés as
stand? Why have fuller use not been made of video a good precedent for an extension of the concept of
' rfgia}'s that can correct the umpiring errors? rgview to cricket through a E_p.nhgm shift in_

The answers to these questions lie in the outmod-  approach to adjudication. ~ ~~ =
ed approach to adjudication in cricket. The prevail- "~ Dissatisfied players should have the right of
ing rules require a heavy reliance to be placed in the appeal against the decision of a field umpire to the
good faith of the umpires so much so that even Third Umpire. =
when an urnplm is wro _g his decision has to be The Third Umpire’s powers should be extended to
treated as right. enable him to perfurm an appellate role like an

The rule that the umpire’s decision is final has hgﬂ_@g}ir_t_ludge in respectﬂﬁuubtful catches in
becomé 3 entrenched as a dominant | pa.radlgm in front of and behind the wicket including catches by
the philosophy of a1 cncket that any a any attempt to mod:._fy the wicket _lge_gper run outs and stumpings I[whlch_
this rule with a view to achieving fairness and accu- are not referred to the Third Umpire by a_field_
racy in umpiring decisions, is vi m umpire).
the considerations of faimess that are paramount to ~ This_proposed two-tier_appeal process incorpo-
the integrity of a sporrt, require such an appmach to  rates the principle of correction that is huckmg in the
be adopted. — existing system of video arbitration, which is used

" There are historically justifiable reasons for the purely as an aid by the field umpite.
rule that the umpire’s decision is final. In ‘the past  Any objection that a two-tier r appeal process would
there was no el eﬂ’mtive mechanism or technology to . unduly protract or destabilise the game can be met
_examine an umpire’s decision. by limiting the number of appeals against the field

The availability of modem technology today for __umpires’ decisions to five per side per each innings.
review of a decision makes the upqualified adher- “Such a restriction would prevent excessive appeals.
enge to the traditi tradiﬂnmal principle morally unsustmn— by forn::lng th;e players to use this right of appeal
able. To treat a wrong as a right without attemEtmg_ sparingly. Nevertheless this would give a dissatisfied
to use the available resources to correct the wrong, is  side a chance to have some of the significant field
an unjust proposition. But this is exactly what the umpiring errors corrected by the Third Umpire.
current adjudicating rules of cricket delive deliver. The uncertainties of cricket have always added to

" The extraordinary immunity that the rules of the excitement and attraction of the game. But
cricket have conferred on the umpires is at variance where adjudication is concerned, nothing but cer-

with natural justice rules prevailing in many demo- tainty in the accuracy y of umpiring decmmns umuld

mﬂc institutions. win player and public confidence.
The right to challenge and have a decision 4. (¢ News &2, Mo d 9 SENAKA WEERARATNE
reviewed is a basic norm in a democrznc society,. Australia

pahca New s ' CS}F la&k&)
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ICC to lmplement Lankan

lawyer’s

Fn'lluwrng the :l:u'l.mi puu.rl.l.rnpl.t‘l.'uﬂ
decisbons which bedly affected the sec-
el erbeket Teat between Australka and
India at Sydney and soured relations

changes to the rales by allowing players
to challengs decisions made by on-Held
e pires.

An agency repoet quoting 1CC chief
expeutive Maloolm Speed last woek said
that the ICC wanted to carry out an
experiment giving players the right ta
loddge appeals against contentious rul
ings and ask a thind umpire to adjdi
cate with the aid of telsvision e
Speed ako sxid that he wanbed (o fry
idea in a one-day bournament before al-
lewing the sport's member nations o
deciide whetler it shoabd be used in Tess
matches,

MNow i that rule i implemented by
the ICC even on an kal k-
sis ordit for having indtially come ouf
with such a sugpestion should go to Sri
Lanka.

Benaka K. Weeraratna, & Sri Lankan
lamryer suggested a method of minimiz.
ing umpiring ervors_ after watching

the infamous one<day  international
I:-mumﬁn Lanka and England at Ad-
elaide in 1999 wheme in the midst of the
contraversial neballing of Sri Lanka
oifspinner Muttinh Muralitharan by
Susstralian umpire Ross Emerson, two
cenbury makers in the match England’s
Graeme Hick and Sri Lanka's Maheln
Jayawardens were given  reprieves
when the onfield nmpires failed to
ek use of the third umpire Swility

Wesrnratna's Ietter to the "Weskersd
Anstralian” published on February 20,
1¥8 under the heading: ¥ spectator's
appeal: reform cricket umpiring” stated:
“Thess incidents mise significant gues-
tions, Why do cricket rigles allow wrong
wmpiring decisions to stand? Wy has
full e not been made of video replays
that can correct errors?

“The answer i these questions lies
In the putmoded aporoach o adjndics-

" tion In cricket. The male that the am-

pire’s decision is final has hecome so
entrenched in the philcsophy of cricket
that any sttempt to modify it is viewed
as heresy

“Dissatisfied players should have the
right of agpen] againat the declsban of
a field urnpire to the thisd wnpdre. The

concept?ue Narie~

13, Lot

‘Players will have the right to lodge
appeals against contentious rulings
and ask a third umpire to adjudicate’

thind umpire's powers should be ex-
tended fo enable him to perform an ap-
pellate role like an Appeal Court Judge
in respect of deubiful csiches behind
ar in fromt of the wicket, run outs and
stumpings that are not meferred to the
third umpire by a field umpére.”

Weeraratna also had his point of
wview published in other prestigious
publications as the Time' magaeire
The Marthern Tervilory MNews, he
Diaily Mews, the Surndsy Island and e
Sumnday Times

Ever sinee his school days at Royal
Caollepe (be played for the school sec-
ol XI), Wesraratna had an academic
Interest in cricket and luas followed the
game dosely He lived in Australia for
‘W0 yeers since 1875 and is & qualified
lwyer from the Sri Lanka Law Faculty
and the Monash University He was alsa
A barrister and solicitor in Victaria and
Morthern Territories

Weeraratne told The Nerlar: 1 have
always mainiained that i you have the
technobogy to detect an error (and show
It vividly to the rest of the world o the
great embarrassment of the field um-
pive) then comman setse and justics

J= oale v o

demands that the very same technology
he applied to correct the ermor.

*The failure to use this simple prin-
ciple has caused lwvocin the cricket
arena withexpliclt umplring errvors
distorting the outcome of the game,
and with constant repetition, souring
relations between cricketing nations,
The Lutest example is the cifl edwech
India and Australla over wromgial um-
piring dectaions.”

Speaking further Wesrarama stas
ed; “Aecuracy in decision making, if
possible, through use of
shoulkd be given a high emphasis. This
principh: should enjoy gréster priority
tham the immumnity that ericket riles
still confier o the decisions of the field
umpines from challenge.

“It would be less emnbarrassing for
& field wmpire 1o have his wrong deci-
sion corrected then and there by use
af technology with no adverse impact
an the players and in the outooms of
the game, than for his wrong decksion
to be allowed to stand in the interest
or malntaining a hallowsd tradition

of not chalkenging the umpire's deci-

siom, w|Eh harmFu'Imn.mqms o e
careers of affected plavers and the final
gutcome of the game.

“Any system that allows wrong deci-
sions to stamd without making wse of
available resoairces o correst ermrs is
oo T8 5 a sad dilemma o crickel
since it was always associated from In-
ception with the metaphors of falrness,
Integrity and uprighmess.

~The turn of phrase " it ain't cricket’
WS meant to comvey that “it sn't fair™.
These presumptions can oo koger be

sustained in the light of gross umpiring

errors that are allowesd to stared witlout
cormeciion and thereby contributing o
the dimimtionof public confldence
in the overall fairness of the game of
cricket,” Wesriratna sald.

“The mechanksms used ln the courts
such as appeal agaknst tee declslon of
a irial judge have valkdity bevond the
feld of the judicial system and can eas-
ily be transpianted to adventage in the
adjudicatory mechsmism of cricket.

It wiill hawe n profiound impact inoene
suring a higher degree of accurate dect-
sion making and overcome field umpir-
fng errors stemming from neglipence,
ineompétence, bias, malice, corrupton
and even pure ard simple racism,” he
saiel. In this eomtext Weerarame has
sugpested thar Sri Lanka Cricket may

Senaka K. Weeraratna

consider calting for the:

1. Application of new technology o

2 Call for allowing dissatisfied sides
1o appeal b the Thivd Umplee

3 Press for a lmit fosuch ap-
peals to flve per innings in Lheguer-

able appeals .

4 If such an appeal is upheld then
there shoukl nod be aloss in e nim-
het of appeals grarbed.

5. Greater use of third country (pre-
sumably neutral) uwmpires in interna-
tiomal crickes

“l have :cnl: my proposals to the
Cricket Boards of several countries
inehuding the 10C in 1990, bat nobody
eveny bothered to acknowledge receipt
of it” lamented Wesrarnina. “1 am
pleased that the ICC is now giving seri-
ous consideration to A concegt which [
conpelved i 1969 to reduce umpiring
arrors.”

The danger is that the concept of
implenzented could be credited (o the
wrhng souroe and not Wesraratna who
originated it, unless Sri Lanka makes a
strung case. A few years ago England’s
former coach Duncan Fletcher mon-
tlomed a similar concept in his boak
“Ashes Regnined - The Coacl's Story”
last year, and was claiming credit for
hawing propounded the I0Cs recom:
mendation. It i a case for Sri Lanka
Cricket's newly appointed  interim
chairman Arjuna Ranatunga o take up
with the FOC ard ensure that Sri Lanka
is given credit where it 1s due. By doing
w0 5rf Lanka can show the ericket world
that it not enly has players with skills
o hreak worlkd records on the fald, bar
also individuals with erickes minds off
it. To go one step further, if the rule is
fully implemented it should like the
rain rule credited to Messrs Duickaorth
and Lewis, be called the “Weararaima
rule’ which would not only glve Sri
Lamka cricket wordd wide recogrlibon,
bt the entire country
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