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Message on the occasion of the 74t Anniversary
of the Independence of Sri Lanka

It gives me great pleasure to convey greetings and best
wishes to all citizens of Sri Lanka living in Australia on the
happy occasion of the 74th Anniversary of Independence
of our motherland, which falls on 4th February 2022. On
this solemn occasion, we pay our tribute to the brave war
heroes who sacrificed their lives and underwent great
hardships to preserve our nation’s independence and
sovereignty. We also respect all the leaders from the
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim, Burgher and other sections of the
population who made various sacrifices to win the
independence of our motherland.

At a time when the whole
wortld is sailing through an

COVID-19 pandemic

situation, Sti Lanka, as a nation
with a unique identity continues
to strive to live up to the best
values of humanity. We are
grateful for the assistance that
has been extended by the
Government of Australia as
well as the Sti Lankan
community in Australia to the
Government of Sti Lanka and
its  citizens in the aftermath
of this global pandemic.

In 2022, Sri Lanka and Australia celebrate the great
milestone of the 75th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations. Underpinned by shared values and
mutual respect, the friendly and multifaceted bilateral ties
between Sri Lanka and Australia have continued to
flourish promising further expansion into multiple spheres
of shared interest.

The Government of Sti LLanka is
committed to redouble its efforts
to meaningfully develop the
country with a view to increasing
productivity and connectivity and
creating a firm foundation for all
Sri Lankans to emerge as a strong
nation.

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

SHI

YTH FERRURRY
The task of nation-building is one
that requires dedication,
determination and commitment of all Sri Lankans living
both in Sti Lanka and overseas. I wholeheartedly invite all
Sri Lankans living in Australia to contribute in strength to
build an inclusive and prosperous Sri Lanka.

Dharmapala Weerakkody
Acting High Commissioner for Sri
Lanka in Australia
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World Radio Day: 13 February

Radio plays a critical role at global level and form the most widely
consumed medium forming democratic channels to communicate
information, transmission and revitalisation of languages and
celebrate humanity.

World Radio Day is dedicated to celebrate
and mark the importance of radio to the
global community. World Radio Day was
proclaimed in 2011 by the Member States of
UNESCO and adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in 2012 as an
International Day. Since then communities
around the world celebrate world radio day on February 13th. This
day was selected as the World Radio Day as it corresponds to the date
of creation of the United Nations Radio on 13 February 1946.

According to leading global reports radio continues to be the most
trusted and accessible media in the world. Therefore, this year’s
edition of the wotld radio day celebration is devoted to “Radio and
Trust”.

For over a century, radio has been a huge part of human life and has
been a vehicle for development in communications and community
education. Without using any visual content, radio is the only
broadcast medium that delivers entertainment, local news, sports
updates, discussions, music and is still an effective way for marketing.
For these pivotal reasons it is time to celebrate radio not only on 13
February, but every day of the yeat. Tune in to 98.1 4EB radio today
and enjoy!

- | Dr. Himaya S.W.A.
=~ o\ Dr Himaya S.W._A is a Research Fellow at the Institute of

ﬁ({ Molecular Bioscience, University of Queensland

= O NS EKA

Turn your idea into reality
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What's Your ;

Property Worth
in the Current
Market?

Find out today, contact Ramya for an obligation
free market update on your property.

04 1827 1827

A

Your Tax REFUNDS to the MAX! }

RAINBOW ACCOUNTING 4

TAX ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED SMSF AUDITORS
ABN 68 761 265 553

Gishanthi Wickramasinghe
BSc (Bus Admin), MSc (Acctg), MIPA, CPA

= All types of tax refums
» Financial reporis
» Self Managed Super Funds (SMSF)
» Business Activity Statements (BAS) = Audit services
= Business setups « Financial Brokering
w,
Ph: (07) 3180 2300
Email: contact@rainbowaccounting.com.au

Clemwell House, Unit 3,1155 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill Qid 4170 -~
PO Box 210 Cannon Hill Qid 4170 »

www.rainbowaccounting.com.au

« Business planning
« ASIC compliance
= Bookkeeping

Where numbers and knowledge meet
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Youth Corner
Passions

Passion is a phenomenon which many try to interpret through psy-
chological, spiritual or a behavioural lens. It is something we as hu-
mans all understand, but there is still so much which goes unknown.
Where does passion come from? Does it feel the same for every-
body? And why do many of us need passion to be a component of
our careers?

As a 22-year-old who has just graduated from university, I have
come to understand the complex nature of passions. Through a vari-
ety of conversations, I have realised that some people are able to
pursue the same passions that they had when they were children and
turn this into a career. While others, like myself, often reach a point
in their life, where they don’t have the same passions that they used
to have and find themselves searching and trying to understand what
they are passionate about. I personally find this a particularly inter-
esting concept. If passion is such a strong emotion, why don’t we
know exactly what ours is?

Growing up, I was passionate about one thing and one thing only:
Cricket. All T wanted to do was to someday play for Sti Lanka. As a
young boy, I could push through the toughest of training sessions,
matches and setbacks, because I was passionate about achieving my
goal. But as I grew older, this passion wore off.

G

This led me to a time in my life where I couldn’t find a clear passion.
While I certainly found a lot of happiness in my day-to-day life
through family, friends, hobbies, and (sometimes) my studies, I was
still searching for that deep emotional connection towards some-
thing, to give me some sense of purpose.

> SR LANKAN STY1F ~

“O0 B 08"
CHRDGED DEDBEG

| TSNP 20 Emepsss

S

——
Page 3

Over the next few years of studying, I came across many people with
clear and strong passions. A lot of university students are there pur-
suing their passions, which I think highlights a key aspect. Passions
enable us to apply ourselves whole heartedly through struggles, to
achieve an overarching goal. Are students passionate about staying
up until 3am studying for exams? Or writing 10,000-word papers?
No. But a medical student for example, is passionate about saving
lives, so they will be willing to acquire the knowledge even though
that process can often be very challenging.

For me personally, I came to realise my passion through a volunteer
trip to Cambodia. We did very basic work - aiding in simple con-
struction & refurbishment, teaching English, feeding animals etc. But
the most significant part of that trip was being able to experience the
purest form of gratitude on a daily basis. That’s when I understood
my passion. Helping people.

The gratitude that is felt when one is helped by someone with pure
intention, and the joy that is brought upon by helping someone with
pure intention is something very special to me. It makes me think
that it is deeply rooted in our existence as human beings and is how
we are supposed to live our lives. Applying this passion, however,
can be somewhat complicated.

When you look at it, almost every occupation involves helping some-
one at some level. Whether it be your co-workers, boss, your com-
munity, or the greater society. Currently, I am trying to fathom out
the best method of applying this passion in my career. I think it is
something that many people face throughout their lives. The world is
constantly changing, perspectives are always challenged, and finding
clarity in your passion can often point you in the direction you need.

Sajith Meepe
Sajith is a Griffiths University Graduate
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Call Your Nearest Medical Centre

X, 35194666 Healthcare Doctors Indooroopilly S { %, 32058118 Lawnton Market Medical Centre
X, 33303233 | Eight Mile Plains Family Doctors

Bald Hills Doct 1
R oo -

Forest Lake Doctors
Approved Covid Vaccine Center

Cannon Hill Family Doctors
Appeaved Conid Vaccine Centes

31613225

Woolloongabba Medical Centre

Approved Covia Vaceine Center

Y 32173344

Chapel Hill Family Doctors

AppIOVed Covid Vaccine Center

. 32768877 . 31729910

BULK BILLING FOR ALL

Overseas Visitors/Parents

nib ‘! Allianz@  medibank

We are Looking for GPs | Call Nisal: 0420661676

{ V:Refer a Friend and Earn & )

www.healthcaredoctors.com.au

_ e



y
I

< SALPEE . =

Volume 17 Issue 02

@080, 88 Bdw, 308 Bdw, den® snIm® mBwx, w6,
3 DO, DO DO OB B WaBw BErenmS el
»GOD BBDemCY Sed BIBzT OB, 0O mm0 DY W
SDOBID), @D VOB, B0 ¢TI RS &8 H1e®I®
OB, GIBBFDGE ¢ OO BLE. @ETO 00RO, ¢8
DY Yoy ZOSSIP avim Ozned .

D ¢IvN, 88 evnesim, Bow
83vded g1B0m Swds B8JB5Y, @R
»e O Be® cFwwwes »Sed e®®
e RO BDan&B. ©®NS @D
©® aned gmn emnedeB ey, ey
Dm0 OB BewsyD. mmed G
OB, & VDD =85¥IeBWT,
e 0005 88w, 88 Bul.

‘Dewutd@ orensn ved - ged O
esnded’

8 row ©8m Doa WD, 8B ¢t v 0D VO BE
Boeem BED@mwy §dn 8w evwds ‘Art Song’ 8w mdm §
CroBw S8m 0D NE BOEBDBDY DIOWERH, ©IBOH Yo
50 J dOEs eoconB. anecituy o® amndsy Bade B
B®8B-0wrI0 HOOMed ydeddd Lmwud.

8 Geoe d8m 8 wnsy n® By, Omwd 8 »HEsY ©Ydurw mEd
& 057 800w, VB ewvedBw weWd® ¢ Wd enItdw. B S ®-w
D6 BEBBR®, 65:B8m0d8Bw, uE 9 D81, 88w mzImd
8386 8008 17008 8 ¢rowsy e@onmas.

505, EHFw eOBTO wOBIHB W MIBEO® eC85Y s Weds
@¢0wd B, € 9o & eC® WWOD, MBOEY B30
B®8Bewsy, 0®otd amced Bews R, &iw O, FBed
€Y DD S O, eWIewsy ewd W 'St Wm0’
emE® RET Gy OE®d W WOTIHO esNWROO o ©0 efery
D v BECH. @@ em3 WOV ONBWD ¢BvWICEHO edDn...!!

“88med evneens vCHEB® DEO Yy ®dsY, ¢ Wi wnd
B3y, BrYeor yaews DEO W 0D85Y wm @® wed D8med, @
C¢ 008 88w mOED 5y 5T e @8 ©0 Benxd,
O0YY 8O e@B6® O ewd denns ¢ed Bmw 8858
B 5H® 0D 05r0®8, & B wm®, aIn® eiD.

O B3 Ood E8nw w Bnw e¢mE 010, & e¢m® O DO OO
om0 8535 Bwed.”

0oBmw W DG DO GIOs W Ewd O, Dedm B D8BsT
®w® 0O 8 B8l dea.

“@od Dwue ggoig YW 0DDEOS, ©1 #88e® WwBwiDw
Boe oy, & 00 0Bnd Bew 050008, O8 9y, Hw
e OnedmnemO, ©0 eudBewd edfos Dig8r Bled.
B3, @O0 nOB Peod Bwd Ay O ®O eBE ACE, Ood
20DeO®O® 99 WOE Bovsienm..”

“@0 curlem DF¥BE. Peod Buw edege Dxmdmews. cuBsy
DenIEmeva § 99 & o Be® v 5wse® cdmd® grennm §em.
®od @00, BEwsice, 0mE s ®TOD 50 @IED ©®ed ey
@R9d® ©® cew. @od ©00 ©® WD G186 B FE WD

O Be® 6w »BwdD By ©0 Onmd. ged sfeE anm
©O8 Bnd8. gm0 OO & ©vBe® vB WD CiPeed eved
©c008wsiens BeEd 00 Snsier’. 0 wsIned Onmd, ©®
YEHI® 080 Bod Dwe @ddig nesIe, & BvE PERwd. ®D &
eOmEm0 ¢ BexIy B wrie, BBO1SwW®C BgnED a®® &0
DENeom HO8 ¢ds’ Bod W@, g g8y ¢ECens.

Souvdded, @8 OB @®®ed KOO b, eE®ERTO. atmB
P08 eesImH® w00 Jed HO8m Oy BBE #n® Yew.”

“d »O8, Pod Edmw Bnw 8O RDe® Godvy. HOewsy
3B DvwwesIO D& BoBmw ®od Bifcwn® Suww 9D sfged
OB 5% BO. woBm 0O g 9WORST® Cod Omend
deen, 00 0und e Oy wiEeeBs B ®Ie0® 3w, @®
DG EODHEO B B 0%Icd §188e® W Bwd By ew. &

——
Page 4

T.—-j

@AY, ¢Dewd 8w OO Dt D19€ 9O »OON Ped

O Weesy ¢erNedsIeny 5. Yev® EHC® D195¢, BRDIE
cone, O° ‘@8 exnBe B¢ ¢t om, & genyn ¢85t 0@y
3885350 B @0e0d Ben®8, 5y nd e08¢m) Bw 5O 050ed..”

880, »® ©Ded g&EDrcw wOBsT Brnde Sxiws’d ewd®esE
QO WO, 41 B woBm DIB2D G d® gBnd o
CBBNBDRBT, QBIBIC BwBow 58 QeneEs) CrsuWBws’e grued
QOGS Ov. 98 agorns ySucw god, 1963 ,1964 ww» 1965
DEBOG 0@ Comn EWE DIt EFB Gorewsy YOO Bimda
250 000 B SO Be1d w@Se8.

25010, 1966 & yorfuonm vgf ¢TI0 amd WEHhod woed
Sxpmced 5108 85sd 88d® mBmdm endd M Bed®
BDOOBDO 6BY B, BDSVDSOBT BI86 85 BN
28208 B vyd® ¥BmOD So® DD B OO .

1967 8 9oy BgBed ©3on mE, etdEOs a¢CdeE Onmo BE8sY
Bwm e CumE eCH® Onno BBxY woBnw BE@renw sy
‘e1¢; aRe8 Bow OF «d’ Bnwv grued §EO dsIdeE Bnw o
08538 wiBw.

70 camed §C ¢08s ne 9OIDLE s
o8 vbodven g-nod 8. ¢ O
REAC®wWsY 8857 928uny me 'ce &' O®
00T @0 nBBY g DO WEEOST
»e 98 qde.

GEBIO, w30 cevrnwmaried weBmwd
amd ‘BBLe’ nsded 8 ecwmrle,
05088 eOpwwrTed w@mnw edesy
‘18 Beso” Bpeded "B wigedst 808 —
gn3®D devy B — O WO ¢BBecd’
BEOST 9 WED EWOBIE BB
300 gDELD P, ‘WOEwW ¢»d’
B)e0w wewo ‘@l 8l Bne ewsimO
Cidoad 80 vgdae.

‘BewdB vrevsn ved — &cs OF esnded’

Oa8e B E gBwusTmeried ede 8¢ D@D BOE
e0xI8uded weBmwd ‘O @8’ Oyvdrd B iy e©® »sY
ROEE Bmw O8xT are noes 8oyed acdw vy otertw. 8Snp
83ded §E® Spnud grmsens Ded® DurIB OndiBled E®©
CoOr»YB YRED Y 0®O Bmw, B 88T Bnesdwux wew oy §E©
EmE mwums (mBO08 oy E© Snud Bnw) de.

DOBG @160 BNRGO My ‘©ed0Y e’ ww ‘Dewd & B n€s, v
8 400 0®5T® DOBHGC §000¢ ®1Be® B WD B & BE B OO
8@ @05 BO0 0®® Bn 9DHEY IO grv 8D B3edw.

Do B Bn@Bowwsy 50®BY @sdsw® mdehdme m® wewdcs
B 9BIB enedch o Onmw ¢d8 meg; "¢Dw dnY
BeBed v8Y 976B awlm ©0 KOBE GBI WM WEI, FO&
D8 BIDS Yol ©cesT HID suimed wusin widyd 9ed8.
& ®od mREO OCeum dods wunn OV O HOE
@¢sIm."

"1 DD BT eI ¢ B ¢ e Bnm B8yd®
B0 OB @f mpFens 20, 05T RSO g gma ¢
83 O O® ¢ e ® "

e® O 80 8nsd VB YDO BB 88O B vwo gB Beo
B®8o» WEEH W BT wd®@x), DB m O, OB
@08 @8 e®5I® »HOE DIvN BOBIMWSTeOsY JYNOBT C1Iw,
D0 H€sNOR o WCHSBO, Lo B, o, ®10YS,
890, MEE BOW &6 & ®OB, FOBRw ecsBsy s & B8IOO w®
2ewuO ¢cdanns 05 A0 8 mded 8ddia 5.

880w BR0edB , DO ¢n®Y BOBS w1580 EedDd &8
omg.
BONOE oy

OO wdw» HBW O e, erlndercw nED A v’ 88 ¢1885 588
DO 29072085y eV,

¢
4



Volume 17 Issue 02

Book Review: Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee

Harper Lee was the author of the classic of modern American litera-
ture “T'o kill a Mockingbird”. It was released in 1960 and won the
Pulitzer Prize.

HARPER LEE

“Go set a Watchman” was actually Harper
Lee’s first manuscript, initially discarded but
re-discovered later in a safety deposit box.
Published in 2015, it is set twenty years past
the ‘Mockingbird’ era and features many of
the iconic original characters. The title is
derived from a Biblical verse.

G0SETA

Located in Maycomb, Alabama, twenty six
year old Jean Louise Finch returns to her
hometown to visit her ageing father Atticus.
Readers may remember Atticus as the de-
fending lawyer in ‘Mockingbird’. Set against
the backdrop of political turmoil and civil
rights tensions that were transforming the Deep South, Jean Louise’s
homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths
about the close-knit family, the town and people dear to her. Memo-
ries from her childhood flood back and her values and assumptions
are thrown into doubt. It captures a young woman and a world in
painful yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past —a
journey that can be guided only by one’s own conscience.

SN-.

Jean Louise discovers that her beloved father Atticus who defended
a Black man in ‘Mockingbird’, is now a segregationist. She is con-
fused and devastated by her fathet’s positions as they are contrary to
. everything he had taught her. Her uncle Jack, a retired doctor and
one-time mentor is now more of a rationalist believing that the
Blacks of the South are not ready for full civil rights. Her childhood
sweetheart Henry, who now works for Atticus, although claiming
that he is not a racist, attends meetings dominated by White suprem-
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acists. She visits her former Black maid Calpurnia and is treated po-
litely but coldly. All these acquaintances have changed during the
period Jean Louise was away in New York. She is disappointed and
furious wanting to pack her bags to leave town. Her uncle reminds ]
her that she had fastened her conscience to her father’s, assuming
that her answers would always be her father’s answers. However she
is surprised when Atticus tells her how proud he is of her and was
delighted that she stood for what she thought was right. She reflects
that she did not want her world disturbed but that she tried to crush
the man who was trying to preserve it for her. On departing, a bur-
den is lifted when she tells him she loves him very much while silent-
ly welcoming him to the human race.

‘Watchman’ in contrast to ‘Mockingbird” explores the alienation of a
native daughter who moved from a small town to a City. While the
City provided the opportunity to expand her thinking, the home
town retained its racial and class prejudice, the people’s enmity and
hypocrisy and small-mindedness. “‘Watchman’ is a novel of humanity,
wisdom, passion and humour — wonderfully evocative of another era
and relevant to our own times.

George Somasundaram

George Somasundaram is a resident of Brisbane

Australia Day Awards

™ Dr Harold Gunatillake, a well known community
4 worker and the author of many articles on health
M topics was awarded the Medal (OAM) of the Order
of Australia in the General Division at the Austral-
JJjj i2 Day Awards for his service to medicine and the
Sri Lankan Community of New South Wales

o

Dazhana congratulates Dr. Gunatillake on this well deserved
recognition.

Times
LAWYERS

WILLS &
ESTATES

MIGRATION
LAW

RIN FERNANDO %8¢,

rin@timeslawyers.com.au
07 3493 5693
TimeslLawyers.com.au

Suite 110, level 1 Times Square
250 McCullough Street, Sunnybank
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The Fascinating Sri Lankan Archipelago

What connects the pristine Pigeon Islands, the jovial sounding Great
Sober Island, and the ominous Bone Island? These are not Caribbe-
an islands from a pirate movie but are in fact islands of Sti Lanka.

Sri Lanka is often viewed as a single island and this belief occludes
the appreciation of the archipelago in its entirety. An archipelago is a
collection of islands and a fastidious look at a map of Sri Lanka will
reveal a wealth of history dotted around the main isle.

i Each island has its own rich history and

- millennia of stories representing an im-

- portant part of our shared history. Ile du
Soleil was named after the “Sun King”,

- King Louis XIV, during Sri Lanka’s associ-
ation with France. Fort Hammenhiel was

. named as the island was thought to resem-

prison and now a hotel. Delft, Leiden, and
Enkhuizen islands were named after various locations and ports in
the Netherlands.

Delft Island is the last location in Sri Lanka where wild horses may
be found, along with a historical Dutch fort and a thousand-year-old
Chola temple which attest to the rich layers of multiculturalism suf-
fused into local islands. Caes dos Elefantes (Portuguese for Elephant
Quay) is an island on the North-West of Sti Lanka which was ulti-
mately known as Kayts, was famed as a shipping point from which
Sri Lankan Elephants were exported to southern India.

The multicultural and multi religious Velanai Island, formerly known
as Leiden after the Dutch City continues to produce evidence of
sophisticated civilisations predating recorded history. The Pigeon
Islands, now a national park are known for their large population of
rock pigeons. The pristine coral reefs on these islands have made
them a safe haven for a various endangered turtle species.

The intriguing sight of Baobab trees in Sri Lanka, a plant iconic to
the plains of Africa surely indicates that you are on Mannar Island.
Ancient Arab traders trading between African continent and Ceylon
planted Baobabs on Mannar as they settled the island. These Bao-
babs, the youngest of which are over 500 years old attest to a rich
and vibrant history of connection between Ceylon and Africa
through the Middle East.

' Many more fascinating narratives likely lie undiscovered on the is-
lands surrounding Sri Lanka and we encourage readers to explore
' these islands on their travels to the archipelago or through Google
.
Earth.

Randika Jayakody and Jerome Perera

e Among Randika and Jerome’s many interests is a
= deep passion to understand Sri Lankan history and

e

mnlticulturalism through their travels and living

excperiences in multiple conntries.
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Legendary Singer Desmond de Silva Passes Away

Veteran Sri Lankan singer and entertainer Desmond De Silva passed
away at the age of 77 in Melbourne,
Australia.

He had reportedly passed away due to
a sudden heart attack.

Regarded as the ‘King of Baila’, the
legendary singer was born in Matara in
1944. He launched his cateer in popu-
lar music in 1963 as the lead vocalist of
the Fire-Flies.

He also performed with leading Sri
Lankan pop groups — ‘Spitfires,” ‘Gabo
and the Breakaways,” and the ‘Jetliners.’

In 1976, he decided to form his own band, “Desmond and the
Clan”, which performed in various countries in Southeast Asia, in-
cluding the Maldives. Known for his popular renditions of Sri
Lankan ‘baila’ music, Desmond celebrated 40 years in show business
in 2019.

He has had a string of baila hits including: ‘Polkatu Hande,” * Yaman
Bando (Wally Bastiansz),” ‘Chuda Manike,” ‘Mamma No,” ‘Miss Sti
Lanka,” ‘Hai Hui Bubby Achchi (Wally Bastiansz),” ‘Rajasangabo’
‘Komali Pane,” as well as popular recordings of anonymous baila
songs.

He has performed his hits in several major cities around the world
including Los Angeles, New York, London, Auckland, Dubai, Bah-
rain, New Delhi, Singapore and Melbourne, where he had been liv-
ing for the past couple of years.

Courtesy: htip:/ | www.adaderana.lk/

@ 21A,Gowrie Street , Mount Gravatt, 4122
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Stri Lanka:
How “Nivithigala” got its Name

Nivithigala is a well-known place in Sri Lanka. A voting electorate is
known by this name in Sti Lanka. It is in the district of Ratnapura and
a short drive from the Gem City: Ratnapura. It is also famous for its
gem pits. Further, Nivithigala is an important centre in the Mid
Country tea growing map, a place I have travelled often visiting some
of my dear friends in the Lions Movement.

May I look at the word “Nimithi”
in a few directions. “Nivithi” is the
Sinhala word for the vegetable
Spinach. But, “Nivithigala” is not
named after that vegetable.
“Nimithi” is a Sinhala word for
features. There are good omens
and bad omens in our culture. I
quote from “Salalihini Sandesaya”
of the Kotte period. “BALA SU-
BA NIMITHI PERAMAGA
LAKUNATHA VEDI”. I sight a
few examples of “Nimithi” here to
elaborate. A glass filled with milk
is brought to the newly married couple as they step down from the ]
poruwa as a good omen. Seeing someone coming in your direction ~
with a water filled pot when you are going on some important mis-

sion is considered a good omen. The cow too is considered a good

omen. Incidentally, meeting a Buddhist monk is a bad omen.

Sri Lanka in every way had a great influence from India. Buddhism, |
Hinduism and even the arrival of Vijaya was from India. Astrology

too came from India. The name NIMITHIGALA is supposed to be

linked to an astrological incident. “Nimithi Baleema” is done even

today in Sri Lanka. Even in and around the capital city of Colombo,

there are places to get a “Nimithi reading” to get guidance to

overcome problems. -

For instance, “Nimithi reading” is often done to trace lost items or to
trace people who are responsible for robberies. Generally, people go
for these readings when they are desperate to trace a source responsi-
ble for bad incidents such as thefts, lost or misplaced items, missing
animals or people.

So, an expert with this skill had come from India and resided in the
area we now call NIVITHIGALA”. He took shelter in a rocky (GAL
SAHITHA) hilly place and performed his predictions. His readings
became so accurate people came from all parts of the country. Hence
there was no name to identify the place to give directions to the peo-
ple coming to see him directed them to the GALA on the hill.

Over time, people called it NIMITHIGALA which evolved to be :
called NIVITHIGALA.”

Dr. Nimal Sedera

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a journalist, poet, motivational speaker and an
anthor of over 70 books.
A

App of the Month —

LastPass: Password Manager

Losing your passwords which offer someone access to

sensitive and confidential information is a nightmare

that we don’t wish even on our worst enemies. You

can use an app like LastPass, a password manager and

password locker which saves your information. It has
a master password which handles the rest of them.

With two-factor authentication like mobile pin unlocks and

fingerprint login, you can certainly expect your passwords to be safe. " .
All your passwords are saved in its cloud-based storage which is se-
cured with encrypted security systems. The app even allows you to

import data from your browsers and other password manager apps.

, s
.
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Veteran Singer Neela Wickramasinghe Passes Away

Veteran Sri Lankan singer and musician Neela Wickramasinghe passed
away at the age of 71 in Milan, Italy, on 17 January 2022.

Wickramasinghe was recently appointed as the
Consul General of Sti Lanka in Milan.

Known for her popular hits such as ‘Master Sir’ as
well as duets sung with T.M. Jayaratne, she was a
former teacher in music. She graduated in 1974
with a Sangeeth Visharada Degree after studying
North Indian Classical Music.

With over 55 years of experience in the industry,
Wickramasinghe has contributed to over 60 films as a playback singer
while she has also contributed to hundreds of songs.

She has won the Sarasaviya Award thrice, Presidential award, Sumathi
tele award, Zonta award and Vanitha award.

Conrtesy: bitp:/ | www.adaderana.lke/

Veteran Actor Robin Fernando Passes Away

Veteran actor Robin Fernando has passed away on 8
January at the age of 84 years.

He was an actor, as well as a stunt coordinator in Sri
Lankan cinema. He debuted in ‘Chandiya’ by re-
nowned director Titus Thotawatte in 1965, and rose
' to prominence with lead roles.

Fernando has acted in more than 80 Sinhala films
including ‘Hathara Kendare’, ‘Ran Onchilla’, ‘Bindunu Hadawath’,
‘Sagarika’, ‘Sihasuna’, ‘Sikuruliya’, ‘Nivena Ginna’, ‘Bambara Geethaya’.

Courtesy: https:/ | www.sundaytimes.lk/

sts * 01 Local Lunch + || Dinners
m experience at the famous Grand Hotel, Nuwara Eluya
30 Min Cocktail Masterclass in Colombo
: ice fees at the abow sites
.' Services sional English-speaking Guide
heritage sites

’ 3 ' Validity Period

§ a1 NOVLMBER 2021 10 31% OCIOB[N 2022
Tel :(07) 3808 2299 package |5 not valid fr
Fax: (07) 3133 3388 |

§ 20t Decambir S031. 15 Toth January 20228
Units 9 & 10, Dennis Court

D1st August 2022 to 15th August 202,
8 Dennis Roa: Spﬂwd.QH 4127
ABN: 63 011067477 Liconce No.:TAG 889

The above programme is drafted based on a
minimum of 02 Pax and a maximum of 20 Pax
per departure based on seat in Coach (SIC)

Qs l

Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood

FROM INTRUSIONS AND THEFT

Obligation

Quotations
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International Mother Language Day: 21 February

International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by the Gen-
eral Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in November 1999. The UN
General Assembly welcomed the proclamation of the day in

its resolution of 2002.

International Mother Lan-
guage Day recognizes that
languages and multilingual-
ism can advance inclusion,
and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals’ focus on leaving
no one behind.

UNESCO believes educa-
tion, based on the first
language or mother tongue, must begin from the early years as
eatly childhood care and education is the foundation of learning.

Last year’s observance was a call on policymakers, educators and
teachers, parents and families to scale up their commitment to mul-
tilingual education, and inclusion in education to advance educa-
tion recovery in the context of COVID-19. This effort also con-
tributes to the United Nations International Decade of Indigenous
Languages (2022-2032), for which UNESCO is the lead agency,
and which places multilingualism at the heart of indigenous peo-
ples’ development.

It is heartening to note that several Sinhala and Tamil schools serve
the community in Brisbane. Dahzna acknowledges the diligent
work of the teachers and those parents who take these children to
the classes.

Counrtesy: https:/ | www.un.org/ en/ observances/ mother-langnage-day

OTECT HOME

J &)

INVEST IN AN STATE OF THE ART CCTV AND
ALARM SYSTEM FROM AES SECURITY

V' Security Alarms
& CCTV Systems

W Data & Network
Cabling

Free

«/ Home Automation

A LAES

SErrURITY

M: +61402715486 §-

E: security@aesqld.com W: www.aesqld.com
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Monthly News Digest: January 2022

01 Colombo stock market ends 2021 at its best ever https://www.ftlk/front-page/Colombo-stock-market-ends-
2021 -at-its-best-ever/44-728512
02 Sti Lanka Coronavirus vaccinates 63-pct of population, 18-pct gets https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-coronavirus-
third dose vaccinates-63-pct-of-population-18-pct-gets-third-dose-
89209/
02 Re-elected Stri Lanka Olympic chief claims no more wild card en- http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2022/01/02/sports/re-
tries elected-sti-lanka-olympic-chief-claims-no-more-wild-card-
entries
02 Oxford trailblazer in SL to help set up more nanopore sequencing https://www.sundaytimes.lk/220102/news /oxford-
facilities trailblazer-in-sl-to-help-set-up-more-nanopore-sequencing-
facilities-467676.html
03 President bestowed with honorary title of ‘Sri Lankadheeshwara https://www.ft.lk k/n news/President-bestowed-with-
Padma Vibhushana’ ’ honorary-title-of-Sri-Lankadheeshwara-Padma-
Vibhushana/56-728532
03 Finance Minister announces several relief measures http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79618/finance-minister-
announces-several-relief-measures
04 Susil Premajayantha removed from state ministetial post http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79625/susil-
. remajavantha-removed-from-state-ministerial-post
05 Rumesh Ratnayake named Sri Lanka's interim coach for Zimbabwe | https://www.espncricinfo.com/story/sl-vs-zim-rumesh-
seties ratna; rake-named-sri-lanka-s-interim-coach-for-zimbabwe-
series-1295407
07 SLC lifts ban on Dickwella, Mendis and Gunathailaka http://www.adaderana.lk/news.phpenid=79707
5 09 China Foreign Minister arrives in Sti Lanka amid tested ties, forex https://economynext.com/china-foreign-minister-arrives-
crisis in-sri-lanka-amid-tested-ties-forex-crisis-89428
09 Military deployed for organic farming https://www.sundaytimes.lk /220109 bus_iness~
. times/military-deploved-for-organic-farming-2-468179.html
09 First woman ASP of the Special Task Force http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79751/first-woman-asp-of-
the-special-task-force
- 09 Colombo-KXKS luxury train service launched https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/Colombo-
’ KKS-luxury-train-service-launched /108-228653
10 Academic activities at schools normalized from today http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79760/academic-activities-
: at-schools-normalized-from-today
12 INTERPOL launches ‘Operation Flycatcher’ to disrupt Sti Lanka’s | http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php’nid=79814
terrorist networks
13 Sti Lanka says no to IMF bailout, secks new China loan https:/ /www.ft.lk/front-page/Sri-Lanka-says-no-to-IMF-
bailout-secks-new-China-loan/44-729128
14 India extends critical forex support of over $ 900 m to SL https://www.ft.k/front-page/India-extends-critical-forex-
p— support-of-over-900-m-to-SI./44-729135
x| 15 Aktha pathra presented to Amarapura Maha Nayake Theta https://island.lk/aktha-pathra-presented-to-amarapura-
’ maha-navake-thera
15 Hand Grenade Found at All Saint’s Church in Borella https://lankanewsweb.net/archives /1963 /hand-grenade-
found-at-all-saints-church-in-borella-video
! 15 Dulanga Sampath crowned new ‘Derana Dream Star’ http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79914/dulanga-sampath-
crowned-new-derana-dream-star
) 2
h 15 Second phase of Central Expressway, Mirigama to Kurunegala, http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php2nid=79901
declared open
15 Uninterrupted fuel supply: Near impossible: Energy Minister https://www.themorning.lk/uninterrupted-fuel-supply-
’ near-impossible-energy-minister
17 China donates shipment of rice to Sti Lanka %ﬁp;é island.lk/china-donates-shipment-of-rice-to-sti-
18 Former SLAF Commander, Air Chief Marshal P.H. Mendis passes http://www.adaderana.lk/news /79974 /former-slaf-
away commander-air-chief-marshal-ph-mendis-passes-away
19 Kelanitissa power station shuts down completely http://www.adaderana.lk/news/79993 /kelanitissa-power-
station-shuts-down-completely
19 China steps in, grants 1 million metric tons of rice to SL https://www.themorning Ik/china-steps-in-grants-1-
million-metric-tons-of-rice-to-sl
20 Special gazette on extending retirement age of public servants is- http://www.adaderana.lk/news/80013/special-gazette-on-
sued extending-retirement-age-of-public-servants-issued
~— | 21 Treasury releases funds to import essential medicines http://www.adaderana.lk/news /80057 /treasury-releases-
funds-to-import-essential-medicines
22 Sti Lanka’s inflation rises to 14% YoY in December 2021 http://www.adaderana.lk/news/80077/sti-lankas-inflation-
rises-to-14-yoy-in-december-2021
23 Susal and Niklesha crowned new Chess King and Queen https://www.sundaytimes.lk /220123 /sports/susal-and-
niklesha-crowned-new-chess- king-and-queen-469464.html
r 24 Sti Lanka Customs launches CEO/AEO program https://www.ftlk/shippingaviation/Sri-L.anka-Customs-
launches-CEO-AEO-program/21-729516
2 New guidelines issued for travellers atriving in Sti Lanka http://www.adaderana.lk/news.phpenid=8018

F.| N
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Multicultural Brisbane
VAN GOGH ALIVE - THE EXPERIENCE

NORTHSHORE BRISBANE, 257 MacArthur Avenue,

Hamilton

Van Gogh’s works have been exhibited and admired for
over a century — but never like this.

https:/ /vangoghalive.com.au/brisbane/

International Cricket Council (ICC) Awards 2021

Daehaena congratulates the Sri Lankan
players who have won the ICC Awards

2021.

ICC Men’s Test Cricketer of the
Year — for the best overall performer
in men’s Test cricket during 2021

Dimuth Karunaratne

ICC Men’s T20I Cricketer of the
Year — for the best overall performer
in men’s T20I cricket during 2021

Wanindu Hasaranga

International Cricket Council (ICC)
Men’s Test team of the year

Dimuth Karunaratne

ICC Men’s ODI team of the year

Wanindu Hasaranga
Dushmantha Chameera

ICC Men’s T20 Team of the year

Wanindu Hasaranga

Courtesy: hitps:/ | www.ice-cricket.com/

Dushmantha Chameera

Cricket

Sri Lanka Tour of Australia, 2022 Schedule

Date Match Details

Fri Feb 11
19:00 local | 08:00 GMT

Sun Feb 13
18:10 local | 08:10 GMT

Tue Feb 15
18:10 local | 08:10 GMT

Fri Feb 18
18:10 local | 08:10 GMT

Sun Feb 20
15:30 local | 04:30 GMT

Australia vs Sri Lanka, 1st T20
I Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney

Australia vs Sri Lanka, 2nd T20
B Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney

Australia vs Sri Lanka, 3rd T20
B Manuka Oval, Canberra

Australia vs Sri Lanka, 4th T20
B Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne

Australia vs Sri Lanka, 5th T20
B Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne

Courtesy: bttps:/ [ www.cricschedule.com/
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Sri Lanka Sports Association
Annual General Meeting 2022
Date Sunday, 06 February 2022
Time 5.00 pm - 7.00 pm
Venue Garden City Library
Garden City Shopping Centre
Mount Gravatt
Gold Coast Sri Lankans
Annual General Meeting 2022
Date Thursday, 17 February 2022
Time 6.00 pm - 7.30 pm
Venue Nerang Bicentennial Community Centre

833, Southport - Nerang Road, Nerang

Sri Lanka Society of Queensland
Annual General Meeting 2022

Date Sunday, 27 February 2022
Time 4.00 pm to 6.30 pm
Venue Toowong Community Meeting Place,

Josling Street, Toowong
Light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP for catering d
purposes.
Contact - Sandhya Abeysekera, any committee member ot

secretary(@stilankansgld.org.

Sinhala Association of Queensland 7
Annual General Meeting 2022 i
Date Sunday, 06 March 2022
Time 10.00 am to 12.30 pm
Venue Mount Ommaney Library Hall
171 Dandenong Road, Mt Ommaney. ~

Refreshments will be served.

Please RSVP to Uditha Manage (0402 143 051) or Nandasiri
Tennakoon (0423 845 669) by 25th February 2022 for cater-
ing purposes.

Silver Fawn Club <
Annual General Meeting 2022
Date Saturday, 12 March 2022
Time 6.00 pm —4
Venue Mitchelton Senior Citizens Centre

30 Tel-El-Kebir Street, Mitchelton

There will be dinner following the AGM which must be pre- —={
ordered. Cost to Members will be $10.00 (balance subsidised
by the Club). Per QLD Health Covid rules, members are
required to wear masks and proof of double vaccination will
need to be provided.

To order please contact: Laurensz 0408 414 973, Gerard =
0407 453 535, Denis 0432 411 383 or Susan 3878 4782 no »
later than 4th March.

-
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Sri Lankan Events Brisbane

16 Fund Raising Event Goodna Temple
27 Annual General Meeting Goodna Temple

Please check the latest status of the
events with the relevant  organisa-
tions

Commemorating the 74th Anniver-
sary of Sri Lankan Independence

Forest Lake Temple
Sti Lanka Sports Asso-

06 Annual General Meeting ciation of
06 RMOBAQ Charity Walk 2022: Richmond Mahinda
POSTPONED OBA 03 Stitching of Katina Cheevara Goodna Temple
Valentines Day Lunch: CAN- .
20 CELLED Silver Fawn Club
17  Annual General Meeting Gold Coast Sti Lankans 8&9 Annual Katina Ceremony & Dana Forest Lake Temple
. Sri Lanka Society of Annesley Malawana with Indrani ~ Aradhana Entertain-
27 Annual General Mecting Qld Perera and Corrine Almeida ment
2192 Pirith Chanting and Katina Pinaka- gOld Coast Buddhist
> tf
06 Annual General Meeting Sinhala Assn. of QId ma - . . e
) ) 2093 Katina ceremony - Pirith Chanting Goodna Temple
12 Annual General Meeting Silver Fawn Club 29 % Dana p

26 New Meditation Centre Opening Forest Lake Temple

26 Fund Raising Event Goodna Temple
27 32nd Annual General Meeting

12 Thesatta Nana Puja Goodna Temple
10 Sangamitta Day Forest Lake Temple

Forest Lake Temple

09 Sri Lankan New Year Festival Lanka Lions

Sinhala & Tamil New Year Celebra-

16 tions Forest Lake Temple Program Schedule
Cerebration of Sinhalese & Hindu

16 Goodna Temple
New Year Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1
Bak Maha Ulela: New Year Celebra- .

24 v Sinhala Assn. of Qld Producer/Panel Operator

tions

A Silver F Club
nnual Camp ver awn - u 06 Feb | Samanmal Gunaratne/ Sameera Samarasinghe

Vesak Festival: Special Sermon 13 Feb |Nawroos Nacem/ Samanmal Gunaratne

Bhakthi Gee and Lantern Parade
14 Vesak Festival at Goodna Temple ~ Goodna Temple

14 Forest Lake Temple

20 Feb | Himaya S.W.A/ Kasun Karunaratne
. . 23 Jan Kanthi Wijesoma/ Kasun Karunaratne
21 Dinner Dance Sri Lanka Sports Assn.

Vesak Celebration at Acacia Ridge
State School

5 27 Feb | Ananda & Nayana Samaratunga/ Ananda Samaratunga

o

Goodna Temple

Aradhana Entertain-
ment

06 Mar |Sam Fernando/ Sam Fernando

28 Gypsies Dinner Dance

~

Poson Festival: Mihindu Sangamitta Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1

Perahera and Mihinthalagala Display Forest Lake Temple

Producer/Panel Operator

02 Feb | Yowun Sandella” Shyam, Pulith, Shamma, Chathurika,
¢ Darshika, Mithila/ Niraj Kariyawasam

Thisara Pathirennehelage & Guest/ Thisara
Pathirennchelage

11 Poson Pinkama at Goodna Temple Goodna Temple

Poson Dansala Goodna Temple

09 Feb

Vas Aradana
09 Vas Invitation Ceremony Forest Lake Temple

Goodna Temple 16 Feb | Kumarasinghe Dissanayake/ Sandun de Silva

16 Fund Raising Event Goodna Temple 23 Feb Prema Weerawardena/ Niraj Katiyawasam

Vas Aradhan: Gold Coast Buddhist 02 M “Yowun Sandella” Shyam, Pulith, Shamma, Chathurika
as Aradhana Centre A | Darshika, Mithila/ Shyam Kottegoda

>

DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all ibility and
all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, dt and costs you might incur as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use of E-newsletter
is at your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in reliance on the information on E 5 any interruption, delay in 01 OF 1ransmission, viris, jcations ‘1p

Jfailure, internet access difficulties or malfunction in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material
contained in it for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful.

Editors : Wimal Kannangara and Jayantha Ameratunga

Advisory Committee : VVasanthe Vithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara Pathi Z S /G, ¢ and Himaya Siddibaln Wickramahewage
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