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Inside this issue: 

AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP DAY 

Australian Citizenship Day is celebrated each year on 17 September. 
Australian Citizenship Day is an opportunity for all Australian citizens, 
whether by birth or by choice, to reflect on the meaning and im-
portance of their citizenship. The day is used as an opportunity to 
think about what unites all Australians, to take pride in Australia's 
democratic values and to celebrate the role citizens play in shaping the 
nation.  

The Australian Government intro-
duced Australian Citizenship Day in 
2001 in response to a recommenda-
tion by the Australian Citizenship 
Council in their 2000 report Australian 
Citizenship for a New Century. The 
recommendation came from a pro-
posal of the 1999 National Schools 
Constitutional Convention that a citizenship day be established to 
allow all Australians to celebrate their Australian citizenship. The Aus-
tralian Citizenship Council noted that an annual citizenship day would 
increase community awareness of Australian citizenship while provid-
ing a focal point for citizenship-related activities and celebrations. 

The first Australian Citizenship Day was celebrated in 2001, coincid-
ing with the Centenary of Federation. 

Courtesy: https://en.wikipedia.org/ 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE  

The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United 
Nations General Assembly. Two decades later, in 2001, the General As-
sembly unanimously voted to designate the Day as a period of non-
violence and cease-fire.  

Each year the International Day of Peace (IDP) is observed around the 
world on 21 September. The UN General Assembly has declared this as 
a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 
hours of non-violence and cease-fire. Never has our world needed peace 
more. 

This year’s theme is Actions for Peace: Our Ambition for the 
#GlobalGoals.  

It is a call to action that recognizes our individual and collective respon-
sibility to foster peace. Fostering peace contributes to the realization of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and achieving the Sustaina-

ble Development Goals will create a culture 
of peace for all. 

United Nations Secretary-General António 
Guterres said, “Peace is needed today more 
than ever. War and conflict are unleashing 
devastation, poverty, and hunger, and driv-
ing tens of millions of people from their 
homes. Climate chaos is all around. And 
even peaceful countries are gripped by gap-
ing inequalities and political polarization.” 

2023 marks the mid-point in implementing 
the Sustainable Development Goals. The 

2023 observance of the International Day of Peace coincides with 
the SDG summit (18 – 19 September) to mark the mid-point milestone. 

The SDGs aim to bring us closer to having more peaceful, just, and in-
clusive societies, free from fear and violence. But without the buy-in and 
contribution of a wide range of actors including the 1.2 billion young 
people alive, the goals will not be achieved. We invite you to join the 
United Nations’ call to take action for peace: fight inequality, drive ac-
tion on climate change, and promote and protect human rights. 

2023 is also the 75th anniversaries of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
Genocide. IDP 2023 encourages all youth to be ambitious in their en-
gagement as positive and constructive social agents, to join the move-
ment to reach the SDGs and contribute to building sustainable peace. 
Together we can help to lead our world towards a greener, more equita-
ble, just, and secure future for all. 

Courtesy: https://www.un.org/ 

The Peace Bell in Japan gifted 
by the United Nations 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals?_gl=1*1gduuur*_ga*MTk5ODI1NjYzOS4xNjkxNTc5OTg0*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5MjMxNDc4OC41LjEuMTY5MjMxNDg1MS4wLjAuMA..
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Consular Services for Queensland Residents  

In response to an enquiry by Daehaena, the Sri Lankan High Com-
mission in Canberra communicates as follows: 

The documentations in connection 
with passports, affidavits, life certifi-
cates (for pensioners), power of attor-
ney, bank documents or any other 
consular related matters can be attest-
ed by a Justice of Peace (JP) or Gen-
eral Practitioner  (GP) in Queensland 
and the said documents could be for-

warded to this Mission by post for further action which is the stand-
ard practice. 
 
In this regard, there are no charges for the services rendered by a JP. 
 
Kindly note that these are the procedures followed by other 
states/accredited countries where there is no Sri Lankan Honorary 
Consul or resident Diplomatic Mission. 
 
This Mission process all the Consular/Passport applications prior to 
sending them to the relevant Sri Lankan authorities.  The Mission 
charges administrative/processing fees for Consular functions 
(Certification, Attestation etc.) from the applicants as per the gov-
ernment regulations.  Details are indicated in the Mission Website 
at www.slhcaust.org.  
 
Sri Lanka High Commission 
61, Hampton Circuit 
Yarralumla, ACT 2600 
Phone +61 2 61983756, +61 2 61983762 
Email: slhc.canberra@mfa.gov.lk    

Radio 4EB Sri Lankan Group  

Management Committee 2023/2024 

 

Convenor          Kasun Karunaratne 

Deputy Convenor        Darshika Koggalahewa  

Secretary          Sameera Samarasinghe  

Treasurer          Himaya Siddhihalu Wickrama Hewage  

Committee Members:   Samanmal Gunaratne  

          Thisara Pathirannehelage 

          Janaka Weerasinghe 

          Prema Weerawardena 

          Kumarasinghe Dissanayake  

          Niraj Kariyawasam 

          Seetha Opatha Vithana 

          Mithila Wanigathunga 

          Lalith Keerthirathne 

           Nandasiri Gamage 

           Janaka Dassanayaka 

          Dushan Wijewardena  

          Chathurika Wickramage 

          Pulastha Hashan 

          Dhanushka Vijitha Bandara  

            

 - Sunday  9.00am - 10.00am 

 

   - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm 

 
  4EB FM 98.1 -  Sri Lankan Programmes 

 

http://www.slhcaust.org
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A Tribute to Swarna Mallawarachchi 

Brisbane residents paid tribute to Swarna Mallawarachchi in grand 
style at a well organised function on 20 August 2023. 

Starting her acting career at the 
tender age of 17, starring in a 
major role in Siri Gunasinghe’s 
Sath Samudura, the lady known 
as the “Golden Star of Sinhala 
Cinerma” has won 28 awards in 
her career spanning over 50 
years.  

According to sources, publishing 
a school magazine with her 
friend, she wanted to be a jour-
nalist. Seeing an advertisement 
for roles in Sath Samudura, she 
wanted to meet the author, but 
ended with a leading role as 
“Soma”. Since then she has act-
ed in over 60+ films/ 

The evening comprising felicitation and a question and answer ses-
sion with the actress, eneded with a dinner where the fans could get 
photographs with her. The main feature of course was the screening 
of the 1983 movie “Dadayama” which is considered one of her hall-
mark roles as “Ranmali”.  

The well attended function was organised by Ramya Tennekoon and 
Chandrakanthi Wickramasinghe supported by a few Sri Lankan small 
businesses in Brisbane.  
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Book Review:  Nomakena Sevaneli (නනොමැනෙන 
නෙවණැලි” by Hemamala Herath  

This is an unusual book review/ extract in that it is written in Eng-
lish about a Sinhala book. 

“Nomakena Sevaneli” is based on a true 
story woven around the diary of a per-
son named Julia, the author Hemamala 
Herath had met during her 13 year long 
stay in Wodonga, Victoria. 

Both Julia and  Hemamala had been 
members of an Inter-faith Group that 
was involved in social work and chari-
ties in Wodonga. During meetings it 
was discovered that Julia had faced seri-
ous difficulties in life, and that she had 
written about them in a diary and notes.  

Julia, the elder daughter of a bricklayer 
father and a mother who was a nurse 
living in a yet to be completed home 
had psychological issues seeing and 

communicating with unreal beings. While she was the favourite of 
her father, she had a difficult relationship with her mother and her 
beautiful, smart sister. Julia falls in love and marries the son of her 
neighbour Tom. Over time, while her marriage to Tom sours and 
they go their separate ways, her sister marries well and on her way to 
success and happy life. But life is full of surprises. 

Running parallel to the story of Julia is the story of Aathma, who 
lives in Wodonga with her husband and is a writer whose books are 
published in Sri Lanka. Life of her parents who moved to Mel-
bourne after their working life in Sri Lanka revolves around the 
younger siblings of Aathma and the Sri Lankan community. The 
values of Aathma and those of her siblings are quite different and 

Page  4 

this causes friction in the family although they pale in comparison to 
those of Julia.  

Riding the ripples in life, the issues get resolved and Aathma looks 
back at life as unfading images. 

This is a book about humanity. Despite the differences in culture 
and backgrounds, a common thread of family relationships remains 
intact.  

Note: Hemamala Herath is a resident of Brisbane. 

Wimal Kannangara 

 

App of the Month : Bubble Level - Spirit Level 

Bubble Level is an accurate and simple to use spirit 
level for your  smartphone. 

It's great for aligning picture frames or for angle 
measurements. 

 

Features: 

◉ Measure the level of any surface. 
◉ It can be calibrated with the click of a button and the calibration 
is saved automatically. 
◉ It's accurate to one tenth of a degree. 

This tool can be used for: 

◉ Picture frame alignment 
◉ Measuring angles and slopes 
◉ Checking the surface level of tables, shelves or any other object 
◉ Measuring the inclination of a ship, aircraft or car 
◉ Roof pitch calculation 
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Embrace Nature's Splendour: The Toowoomba Flower 
Festival  
The Toowoomba Flower Festival stands as a vibrant celebration of 
nature's beauty, captivating hearts and minds with its breathtaking 
display of floral artistry and enchanting landscapes. Located in the 
picturesque region of Toowoomba, Australia, this festival has be-
come an annual event that draws both locals and tourists alike.  

History 

Since its inception in 1949, the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers has 
flourished and is now an iconic Queensland event. 

The brainchild of Essex Tait and the Toowoomba Chamber of 
Commerce, Carnival was created as a way for the city to use its 
“Garden City” reputation to promote increased economic activity 
following the hardships of WWII. 

Key Exhibits and Events 

Picnic Point (1 to 30 September) 

Perched atop the crest of the Great Divid-
ing Range is Picnic Point. The panoramic 
180 degree views will take your breath 
away, stretching out over the valley to 
surrounding mountain, the deep gorges 
below and the world heritage area of the 
Scenic Rim.  

Queens Park (1 to 30 September) 

Queens Park has retained the charm and 
character common to 19th century public 
parks and botanic gardens, putting on a 
special show for her visitors during Carni-

val. Spread across 25 hectares, Queens Park is something to behold, 
with bright flower beds, large canopies of stately trees and acres of 
expansive green lawns, plus two playgrounds to delight the kids and 
an off-leash area that keeps the local dogs very happy. The springtime 
feature floral displays are located in the Botanic Gardens section of 
the park.  

Laurel Bank Park ( 15 to 30 September) 

Laurel Bank Park is one of Toowoomba’s 
premier parks and provides a majestic oasis 
close to the heart of town. The park features 
manicured gardens, mature trees, children’s 
play equipment, barbecue and picnic areas 
and two croquet lawns and is a must-see des-
tination during the Carnival.  

Grand Central Floral Parade (16 September 10 am to 12 pm) 

The iconic Grand Central Floral Parade is one of Toowoomba’s fa-
vourite events of the year which includes 
street performers, carnival characters 
and roving entertainment escort the 
stunning floral floats on their journey 
through.  

The Floral Parade departs from the cor-
ner of Herries & Hume Streets, contin-
ues along Herries Street, turns right into 
Ruthven Street, right into Margaret Street, left onto Hume Street and 
finishes on Godsall Street Oval on the corner of Hume & Godsall 
Streets. 

Courtesy: https://tcof.com.au/ 
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka 

RAMBEWA 

Rambewa is a village in the North Central province of Sri Lanka. 
Very often, most names of places in the North Central province are 
linked to the Kings of the Anuradhapura era.  It is a historic King-
dom that went under the rule of Indian King Elara and recaptured 
by the famous King Dutu Gemunu.  A fierce battle was fought and 
it ended with a dual fight between the two leaders. 

Thereafter King Dutu Gemunu restored law and order in the coun-
try and developed agriculture appointing his own brother as the per-
son in-charge of agriculture development. Along with that he gave 
his best attention to the establishment of Buddhism in the country. 

The largest stupa in the world, “Ruwanveliseya” is one such work of 
King Dutu Gemunu.  Every detail of how he constructed the pago-
da is explained in the Mahawansa, the biggest historical record of 
ancient Sri Lanka. There was no forced labour used in the construc-
tion of it and all those who sweated for the construction were paid 
by the King. 

 It is said that the King transport-
ed gold from some parts of the 
country loaded on the backs of 
cattle to Anuradhapura to meet 
the expenses of building the Ru-
wanveli stupa and other needs. 
This method of transport was the 

most popular form of transporting crop and precious things at that 
time. This transport system was called “Thavalama”. 

The cattle had to be rested, fed and supplied with water to drink and 
bathe in these long journeys. So, these gold transporting oxen were 
rested overnight under strict security unloading the bags of gold 
before they took the final lap to Anuradhapura. The Sinhala word 
for unloading is”BANAWA”. “BEWA”is “unloaded. The Sinhala 
word for GOLD is “RAN”. The place where Gold was unload-
ed was “Ran bewa thena”. Over time, “Ran Bewa” became one 
word “Rambewa” (රඹෑන). 

 

Dr. Nimal Sedera 

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a journalist, poet, motivational speaker 
and an author of over 70 books. 

Old Anandian’s Association of Queensland 
Annual General Meeting 2023 

Date  Sunday, 17 September 2023 

Time  6.00 pm 

Venue  Mount Ommaney Library 

  171 Dandenong Road,  
  Mount Ommaney 

Refreshments will be served after the meeting 

Obituary: 

Lauretta Hyacinth Pereira, Loving Wife of Benedict (dec), loved 

mother of Brian, Ralph, Lester, Christine, Jude and Michael, Mother

-in-Law of Srinika, Veronica (dec), Noeline, Gordon, Ranitha and 

Eresha, adored Grandmother of 17 grandchildren and 15 great 

grandchildren passed away on 9 August 2023. 

A Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Lauretta was held at 

St Flannan’s Catholic Church,194 Handford Rd, Zillmere, on Friday 

25th August 2023.  

සුගුණ මනු ගුණ සුරකිමු 

අදහ, දහම ර්ජ බිම හා දැ ද                     සිපා  
සුරැකුම පණ ප්‍ර ේ  ප්‍ර,ාතකා ඉන්,               එපා   
ප්‍රදගුරුන් උරුම ,ම ගම ප්‍රකල න්,              එපා  
මනු බන උතුම් ,ම් ප්‍රකාටි ප්‍රන ේ ගන්,           එපා 
 
අනු,ප්‍රග  විපත තම  ැප කරගන්,              එපා  
මළ ප්‍රගදරකදි රංග, සිරි පානු                         එපා  
සිදුන, විපත් පරහටමැයි  සිතනු                      එපා  
ලැබූ මනු දිවි  ප්‍ර,ාමිර් ේ කරගන්,               එපා 
 
ප්‍රේප්‍ර ක උරුම  ම්පත් න, න්,                    එපා  
මුදලට මිර් ේ සුයරිත ගුණ , නු                     එපා  
සුගුණ ගුණ මහිම ප්‍රකප්‍රල ා ගන්,                එපා  
අද ප්‍රහට මළත් ප්‍රලාන රනටා ප්‍රනප්‍ර නු             එපා 
 
ඉඳුරන් දුබල ගිළනුන් දැක විහිළු                       එපා  
ඇතත් ප්‍රකාප්‍රතක්  ැප හි  උදුමාගන්,        එපා  
අ රණ දුගී ද, දැක හි,ැප්‍රහන්,                    එපා  
පිළිපැද ප්‍රමගුණ විසුප්‍රනාත් ගත සිතට              ැපා 
 
නැඩුනද ර ැති අහරින් ගත දිවි                         මඟ  
පැහැප්‍රේ   ර මී නද ක් ප්‍ර,ාන,                 නග  
ආ ා බි  ප්‍ර ෝක ප්‍රමප්‍රලාප්‍රනහි  ප්‍ර,ාමැත        හිඟ  
ගමු ප්‍රනර  ලිත් නුපදි,ා   ර                           මඟ 
 

ඇල්ෆ්‍රඩ්  වපුළුවව  

ඇල්ෆ්‍රඩ්  නටුලුවන වි්‍ාමික විදුලි හා  ාන්ික 

ඉංජිප්‍රන්රුප්‍රනකි.  කවි හා  ාහිතය  ප්‍රකප්‍රරහි ඔහු තුළ  ඇති 

ඇල්ෆ්‍ම ඔහුප්‍රේ වි්‍ාම ජීවිත   ක්‍රි ාලී කරයි. 
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Sri Lankan Coffee and Tea as a Symbol of             
Multiculturalism 

The Passing of Merrill J Fernando was a significant event in the his-
tory of Ceylon Tea. The Dilmah foundation was instrumental in doc-
umenting Sri Lankan history, ecology, ethnic diversity and other top-
ics, which have been invaluable to our research over the years.  

Tea originates in China, to which 
historical Ceylon has been intimate-
ly connected, but most countries 
surrounding Sri Lanka refer to tea 
as chai.  

This is because the character sym-
bolising tea can be pronounced 
“te” or “cha” depending on the 
language in question. Thus, the 

Lankan pronunciation of te reflects the historical part of China that 
Lankan tea was originally sourced from. Travelling Chinese trades-
men were also a conduit through which Ceylon tea was popularised.  

The people of Scotland had a significant influence on Sri Lanka’s tea 
industry. It was Scotsman James Taylor who pioneered the industry 
in Ceylon. During the 18th century many Scottish people were force-
fully evicted from their homes in Scotland, in what is known as “The 
clearances”. Many such individuals made their way to places like Cey-
lon, where they worked on tea estates.  

It is noteworthy that many place names in tea growing regions are of 
Scottish origin such as Dalhousie, Elgin Falls, Blair Athol, Glen Ea-
gles and many more. Many Scotsmen chose to permanently settle in 
Ceylon including James Taylor himself. Through these communities, 
Sri Lanka is connected to Scotland and the ancient Celtic peoples and 
language which are etched into the Lankan landscape.  

Britain invested heavily in tea by building estates and railways, near 
which many Sri Lankan towns sprung up. It was predominantly the 
Ceylonese Afghan community that provided the labour that built 
these famous railways and cared for animals on estates. British tea 
culture is also ubiquitous in Sri Lanka, with milky tea and biscuits as 
well as afternoon tea being iconic in Lankan practices.  

Less humane was the transportation of migrant Tamil labourers to Sri 
Lanka. Compelled to Ceylon to escape hellish conditions in Southern 
India under British rule, these resilient and hardworking communities 
endured disease, death, physical and sexual violence to seek prosperi-
ty in the tea industry. This community and their exceptionally skilled 
pickers form the backbone of the Lankan tea industry. Their treat-
ment and continued impoverishment following Sri Lankan independ-
ence are an indictment of the society that surrounds them.  

The tea industry also brought together Moorish and Chetty traders 
and Sinhalese investors and landowners, whose contributions are too 
numerous to outline in this short article.  

The descendants of the aforementioned communities represent an-
other lingering remnant of the multicultural history of Ceylon Tea, as 
descendants of Scottish, British, Tamil, Moorish, Afghan, and Chi-
nese communities continue to live in Sri Lanka. Their contributions 
through living and working in Sri Lanka form an ongoing influence 
of the multicultural endeavour that is Ceylon Tea.  

Fittingly, the surname ‘Fernando’, now associated with tea and cultur-
al preservation, is of Portuguese origin. It refers to the concept of a 
bold journeyman.  

Tea, like everything else in Sri Lanka, was the result of multicultural 
cooperation across the world. 

Randika Jayakody & Jerome Perera 

Among Randika and Jerome’s many interests is a deep 
passion to understand Sri Lankan history and culture.  

Page  7 

නේමනන ර්වචවයන   

අපමණ රූ-හැඩ-තල  
අපමණ ප්‍ර ේ ා-නවචණ  
තිබුණද ,න්-විධ ප්‍රේම න්ට  

පළමු  
ප්‍රදන,  
ප්‍රතන, කි ා... 

 ම්මත  
අ ම්මත  ැයි කි ා... 

ප්‍රබදි  හැකිප්‍රේද  
ප්‍රේම .  

ප්‍රේම ට ඇත්ප්‍රත්  
එකම එක හැඟීමකි. 
ඒ ප්‍රේම  ම ප්‍රේ...  

ලලිත් කීවචතිරත්,  

KHJ Wijayadasa Passes Away 

Desamanya K.H.J. Wijayadasa, 87, former  
Secretary to the Prime Minister and the Presi-
dent (Mr. R. Premadasa) passed away on 17 
August and his funeral was held within 24 
hours according to his wishes, his family said.  

A member of the former coveted Ceylon Civil Service, he had a long 
public service career ending as Secretary to Prime Minister R.      
Premadasa (1983-88) and later the President (1989-94). 
He held several senior positions as GA Ampara, Polonnaruwa and 
Kegalle in the provincial administration and elsewhere (Chairman 
Land Reform Commission, JEDB, State Engineering Corporation, 
Central Environment Authority etc) during a distinguished career.  

Courtesy: https://island.lk/ 
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Arguments For 

Reconciliation and Empowerment: Supporters assert that a Voice to 
Parliament would symbolise a significant step towards reconciliation 
by acknowledging the historical marginalization of Indigenous com-
munities.  

Cultural and Traditional Knowledge: An Indigenous advisory body 
could enrich policymaking with unique cultural and traditional per-
spectives.  

Consultation and Partnership: A formal Voice could establish a 
structured mechanism for ongoing consultation between the govern-
ment and Indigenous groups.  

Arguments Against 

Equality and Representation: Critics argue that granting a specific 
group a separate advisory body could undermine the principle of 
equal representation.  

Divisiveness and Identity Politics: The establishment of a Voice 
might inadvertently encourage identity politics and divisions within 
society.  

Practical Implementation: Critics raise concerns about the practicali-
ty of implementing a Voice to Parliament. Questions about the exact 
structure, functions, and powers of such a body could complicate 
the process and potentially lead to bureaucratic inefficiencies. 

 

Courtesy: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/2023_Australian_Indigenous_Voice_referendum, https://voice.gov.au/, 
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/28/what-is-the-
indigenous-voice-to-parliament-australia-what-does-it-mean-explained-referendum
-campaign 

The Voice to Parliament 

The 2023 Australian Indigenous Voice referendum will ask voters to 
approve an alteration to the Australian Constitution, creating a body 
called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice that "may 
make representations to the Parliament and the Executive Govern-

ment ... on matters relating to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples". The referen-
dum, conducted by the Australian Electoral 
Commission, will be held on Saturday the 14 
October 2023. 

For the change to the Constitution to be validated, the referendum 
needs to gather a majority of votes in favour at the national level as 
well as in at least four of the six States (a double majority). 

Proposed Question 

A Proposed Law: To alter the Constitution to recognise the First 
Peoples of Australia by establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Voice. Do you approve this proposed alteration? 

Proposed Amendment 

In recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as 
the First Peoples of Australia: 

1. There shall be a body, to be called the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Voice; 

2. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice may make rep-
resentations to the Parliament and the Executive Government 
of the Commonwealth on matters relating to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples; 

3. The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power 
to make laws with respect to matters relating to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Voice, including its composition, 
functions, powers and procedures. 
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Monthly News Digest:  August 2023 
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01 Colombo inflation dips to 6.3% in July https://www.themorning.lk/articles/ZsqtSROx9sLftG9UlhD8 

01 Gazette issued amending portfolios of several ministries https://www.adaderana.lk/news/92383/gazette-issued-amending-portfolios
-of-several-ministries 

02 CBSL clarifies speculations on authorizing INR as a designated 
currency 

https://www.adaderana.lk/news/92395/cbsl-clarifies-speculations-on-
authorizing-inr-as-a-designated-currency 

05 Talaimannar pier to be reconstructed in a bid to strengthen ties 
with India 

https://www.adaderana.lk/news/92453/talaimannar-pier-to-be-
reconstructed-in-a-bid-to-strengthen-ties-with-india- 

06 Govt to conduct only one school term test per year from 2024  https://www.adaderana.lk/news/92472/govt-to-conduct-only-one-school-
term-test-per-year-from-2024-minister 

07 Jan-May Govt. expenditure rise by 47%, revenue by 38%; 
Budget deficit tops Rs. 1 t mark 

https://www.ft.lk/front-page/Jan-May-Govt-expenditure-rise-by-47-revenue
-by-38-Budget-deficit-tops-Rs-1-t-mark/44-751466 

12 Sabry underlines need for data-based research to guide Govt. 
policy making 

https://www.ft.lk/news/Sabry-underlines-need-for-data-based-research-to-
guide-Govt-policy-making/56-751699 

14 Lack of Visionary Leadership Main Reason for Brain Drain https://www.dailymirror.lk/hard-talk/LACK-OF-VISIONARY-
LEADERSHIP-MAIN-REASON-FOR-BRAIN-DRAIN-NEW-
STUDY-REVEALS/334-265198 

15 BIA eases security measures to enhance passenger convenience https://www.ft.lk/front-page/BIA-eases-security-measures-to-enhance-
passenger-convenience/44-751828 

15 Gazette issued easing import restrictions on vehicles used for 
public transport 

https://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=92687 

15 Wanindu Hasaranga announces retirement from international 
Test cricket 

https://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=92676 

16 Sri Lanka cancels $ 4 b Hambantota oil refinery project by 
irresponsive Singapore firm 

https://www.ft.lk/top-story/SL-cancels-24-b-Hambantota-oil-refinery-
project-by-irresponsive-Singapore-firm/26-751885 

17 Sri Lanka among the lowest in South Asia for spending on 
education: UNICEF 

https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/SL-among-the-lowest-in-South
-Asia-for-spending-on-education-UNICEF/108-265444 

18 Sri Lanka Cricket accepts resignation of Lahiru Thirimanne https://www.adaderana.lk/sports/9752/slc-accepts-resignation-of-lahiru-
thirimanne 

19 Sri Lanka to conduct comprehensive national security review https://www.adaderana.lk/news/92787/sri-lanka-to-conduct-
comprehensive-national-security-review- 

20 Death of KHJ Wijayadasa https://island.lk/death-of-khj-wijayadasa/ 

21 AICPA&CIMA-ICCSL-Daily FT Most Admired Companies 
of Sri Lanka 2022 winners  

https://www.ft.lk/front-page/AICPA-CIMA-ICCSL-Daily-FT-Most-
Admired-Companies-of-Sri-Lanka-2022-winners/44-752066 

22 Pace at which young Chartered Accountants leaving Sri Lanka 
has increased over past 18 months 

https://island.lk/pace-at-which-young-cas-leave-sl-has-increased-over-past-18
-months-ca-sri-lanka-president/ 

22 Over 200 drugs still in shortage in Sri Lanka https://www.dailymirror.lk/top_story/Over-200-drugs-still-in-shortage-in-
Sri-Lanka/155-265755 

22 National inflation cools to 4.6% in July giving wiggle room for 
further rate cuts 

https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/National-inflation-cools-to-4-6
-in-July-giving-wiggle-room-for-further-rate-cuts/108-265737 

22 Sri Lanka repays $50 million to Bangladesh https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/Sri-Lanka-repays-50-million-
to-Bangladesh/108-265715 

23 Colombo District’s land value records impressive growth in 
1H 

https://www.ft.lk/front-page/Colombo-District-s-land-value-records-
impressive-growth-in-1H/44-752157 

23 Landmark 100 MW solar project by WindForce, Lakdhanavi, 
and The Blue Circle to shape SL’s future power pricing 

https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/Landmark-100-MW-solar-
project-by-WindForce-Lakdhanavi-and-The-Blue-Circle-to-shape-SLs-future
-power-pricing/108-265820 

24 Sri Lanka central bank keeps rates steady; imposes lending caps 
on some sectors 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/business/sri-lanka-central-bank-keeps-
rates-steady-imposes-lending-caps-some-sectors-3720631 

24 Fort Frederick opens for tourists visiting Trinco https://www.dailynews.lk/2023/08/24/local/90627/fort-frederick-opens
-for-tourists-visiting-trinco/ 

24 An Elephant Go On A Rampage At The Kandy Esala Perahe-
ra Festival 2023 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HguL8efNbok&t=243s 

26 Prefabricated terminal to be constructed at BIA to tackle con-
gestion 

https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Prefabricated-terminal-to-be-
constructed-at-BIA-to-tackle-congestion/108-266069 

29 NPP selects AKD as next Presidential candidate https://www.dailymirror.lk/top-story/NPP-selects-AKD-as-next-
Presidential-candidate/155-266233 

31 Letter against US Ambassador handed over to FM (Minister of 
Foreign Affairs) 

https://www.dailymirror.lk/caption-story/Letter-against-US-Ambassador-
handed-over-to-FM/110-266368 
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Sandella  - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1 

Date  Producer/Panel Operator 

06 Sep Yovun Sandella/ Sameera Samarasinghe 

13 Sep Kumara Dissanayake & Guest/ Sandun de Silva 

20 Sep Pulastha and Dushan/ Dhanushka Bandara  

27 Sep 
Thisara Pathirennehelage, Kanchana/ Thisara 
Pathirennehelage 

04 Oct Yovun Sandella/ Sameera Samarasinghe 

 Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1  

Date  Producer/Panel Operator 

03 Sep Kanthi Wijesoma/ Kasun Karunaratne 

10 Sep Sam Fernando/ Sam Fernando 

17 Sep 
Lakmini Keerawella, Kasun Karunaratne/ Kasun 
Karunaratne 

24 Sep 
Jayantha Weerasekera, Seetha Vithana/                    
Jayantha Weerasekera 

01 Oct 
Yashodara School Special Broadcast, Lalith      
Keerthiratne/ Sameera Samarasinghe 

Radio 4EB - Sri Lankan  Program Schedule 

Sri Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE Qld 

DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsibility and all 
liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use of E-newsletter is at 
your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in reliance on the information on E-newsletter, any interruption, delay in operation or transmission, virus, communications failure, 
internet access difficulties or malfunction in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material contained in it 
for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful. 
Editors  : Wimal Kannangara  and  Jayantha Ameratunga       Advisory Committee : Vasanthe Vithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara Pathirannehelage, Kasun Karunaratne and Himaya Siddihalu Wickramahewage 

  September 2023   

 02 Annual General Meeting Goodna Temple  

 09 D Major Dinner Dance  Richmond Mahinda Old 
boys Association Qld  

 10 
Sinhala Movie: Ksheera Sagaraya  
Kelambina 

Sinhala Association   

 
16&
17 

Agricola Overnight Stay and AGM Agricola QLD  

 17 Annual General Meeting Old Anandians’ Associa-
tion Queensland  

 23 Hollywood Glamour Night Silver Fawn Club  

 30 Saralanga Sinhala Association   

  October 2023   

 14 Aluth Kalaawak - Concert Nexxt Entertainment  

 15 Sri Lanka Day FSOQ  

 
28, 
29 

Annual Katina Ceremony and Dana Forest Lake Temple  

  November 2023   

 04,05 
Katina ceremony - Pirith Chanting & 
Dana  

Goodna Temple  

 04 Katina Pinkama Gold Coast Buddhist 
Centre  

 05 Melbourne Cup Lunch Silver Fawn Club  

 11 Amal and Nirosha Concert Sathsara Entertain  

 11 
Community Lifeblood: Blood Dona-
tion Event 

Old Anandians Associa-
tion of Qld  

 11 Dinner Dance Gold Coast Sri Lankans  

  December 2023   

 09 Christmas Celebration Silver Fawn Club  

 16 Sangamitta Day Forest Lake Temple  

 31 New Year’s Eve Dance Silver Fawn Club  

  January 2024   

 27 Paduru Sajje  SPUR Qld  

  February 2024   

 04 Picnic/ Car Rally Silver Fawn Club  

 24 
Valentine Dance with Infinity + 
Wasthi 

Yes Entertainment  

  March 2024   

 09 Annual General Meeting Silver Fawn Club  

 09 FSOQ Musical show  FSOQ  

 16 Billy 242 Concert Sathsara Entertainment  

 23 Black Dinner Dance Aradhana Entertainment  

  May 2024   

 25 
Vesak Celebration at Acacia Ridge 
State School   

Goodna Temple  

     

Multicultural Queensland 

RIVERFIRE 2023 
02 September 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BRISBANE FESTIVAL 2023 
01 to 23  September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.brisbanefestival.com.au/whats-on/2023?free=1 


